g
k7
M
P
it
i=
=
)
5
[z

ELLEN G. WHITE







Manuscript Releases
Volume Fifteen [ Nos.

1136-1183]

Ellen G. White

1990

Copyright © 2017
Ellen G. White Estate, Inc.






Information about this Book

Overview

This eBook is provided by the Ellen G. White Estate. It is included
in the larger free Online Books collection on the Ellen G. White
Estate Web site.

About the Author

Ellen G. White (1827-1915) is considered the most widely translated
American author, her works having been published in more than 160
languages. She wrote more than 100,000 pages on a wide variety of
spiritual and practical topics. Guided by the Holy Spirit, she exalted
Jesus and pointed to the Scriptures as the basis of one’s faith.

Further Links

A Brief Biography of Ellen G. White
About the Ellen G. White Estate

End User License Agreement

The viewing, printing or downloading of this book grants you only
a limited, nonexclusive and nontransferable license for use solely
by you for your own personal use. This license does not permit
republication, distribution, assignment, sublicense, sale, preparation
of derivative works, or other use. Any unauthorized use of this book
terminates the license granted hereby.

Further Information

For more information about the author, publishers, or how you
can support this service, please contact the Ellen G. White Estate
at mail@whiteestate.org. We are thankful for your interest and
feedback and wish you God’s blessing as you read.

i


http://ellenwhite.org/
http://egwwritings.org/ebooks
http://ellenwhite.org/biography/
http://ellenwhite.org/about/
mailto:mail@whiteestate.org

i



A Word of Explanation

When Ellen White died in 1915, she left her manuscripts and
letters in the custody of a small group of ministers and administrators
in the Seventh-day Adventist Church whom she had appointed to
serve as Trustees of her estate. As the years passed, these Trustees
and their successors became increasingly aware of the potential use-
fulness to the church of this gold mine of unpublished materials.
Procedures were developed whereby church entities, or even indi-
viduals, could request the “release” of specified excerpts from Ellen
White’s writings for use in books, articles, class lectures, or sermons.
For details of the release process the reader is referred to the preface
to Manuscript Releases, vol. 1.

As in the earlier volumes, materials currently available elsewhere
in published form have not been included in the present volume. In a
few cases materials under consideration and assigned a release num-
ber were not processed. And the number was not reassigned. Until
1983, only the excerpts requested for public use were “released.”
Starting with Manuscript Release No. 970, the White Estate began
“releasing” entire letters or manuscripts, so far as possible, even if
only particular paragraphs were requested.

Copy for this volume has been sent to the publisher camera-ready,
which means that any typographical mistakes or other inaccuracies
which may appear are the responsibility of the White Estate, not the
publisher.

We take pleasure in making these materials available in this
form, and trust that the counsels, warnings, and principles put forth
by the author will bring a blessing to every reader.

The Trustees of the.
Ellen G. White Estate.
Washington, D.C.
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MR No. 1137—Exalt and Praise God at Camp
Meetings

(Written September 28, 1897, from “Sunnyside,” Cooranbong,
N.S.W., to A. G. Daniells.)

I received your letter this afternoon. We are pleased that you
have found grounds for the camp meeting. Our only fear is that you
will be limited for space. I cannot see where you will find room to
erect the large tent, the buildings necessary, and the family tents. It
1s altogether the smallest ground I have ever heard of for a camp
meeting.

In reference to the question you asked me, I consider it an alto-
gether different matter. You have had your printing establishment
long enough in North Fitzroy. This has given character and standing
and influence to our cause there. The showing in Melbourne is alto-
gether different from that in Sydney. With your printing press you
have opportunity to publish anything you deem essential, without
long delay or large expense, to meet any emergency that may arise.
I would say, Follow your convictions. You have altogether a differ-
ent community in those who have embraced the truth. There are
many composing the number who claim to believe the truth whose
judgment is too limited to carry through any large work intelligently
in the line you propose to do in Melbourne. I have nothing, not
one drawback to your plans, in the light that the Lord has given me.
All my fear is that there will not be that humble, contrite spirit that
would insure the blessing of God.

When one has such a breadth of intelligence that he has outgrown
his simplicity and dependence upon God, then we cannot depend
on him, for Christ says, “Without Me, ye can do nothing.” When
by faith we have a right hold from above, we have an experience
that we are walking with God as did Enoch. We have nothing to
fear in an emergency. They that are for us are more than they that

[2]
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can be against us. If we are wholly consecrated to God, we shall be
laborers together with Him.

If it were left to us to manage the interest of the cause of God
in our own way and according to our disposition and strength, we
would not need to expect much; but if self is hid with Christ in God,
all our plans and methods will be wrought in God. God has imparted
to us our moral powers and all our religious susceptibilities. We
must draw nigh to God. We must be laborers together with Him,
else weakness and mistakes will be seen in all we undertake. Let us
have faith in God at every step. While we realize our own weakness,
let us not be faithless, but believing. Let us learn the precious lesson
you recently learned in Ballarat.

I firmly believe that we shall see of the salvation of God if we
will take Him at His word. The very gospel that we present to save
perishing souls must be to us the gospel that saves our own souls.
We must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God. We
must receive the word of God. To all intents and purposes, we must
eat the word, live the word. It is the flesh of the Son of God. We
must drink of His blood, the spiritual attributes of Jesus Christ, and
constantly develop as the result of the nourishment which the soul
receives in eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Then our lips
will utter His praise.

If in our camp meetings we will only walk humbly with God,
if we will work in the spirit of Jesus Christ, none of us will carry
heavy burdens. We will lay them upon the great Burdenbearer. We
may expect triumphs in the presence of God in the communion of
His love, from the beginning to the end. The camp meeting may be
a love feast, because we have the assurance of God’s presence. We
shall have a signal manifestation of His glory.

If we as believers enjoy the truth because we practice it, we shall
give the impression that the truth is not a yoke of bondage, but that
it has given us our emancipation papers, and we are free in Christ
Jesus our Lord. The Lord Himself will make impressions on the
people, and they will say, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and
God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.” A foretaste of
Christ’s mercy, His abundant love and compassion, will be felt by
his people.
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“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee.” All darkness, all murmuring, all complaining, all
talking unbelief, must be crucified. The Christ will put a new song
on human lips, even songs of praise to our God. There should be
far more thanksgiving and less murmuring and complaining; for all
this kind of exercise is displeasing to our God. We have enough for
which to praise God. He would have us walk in the light as He is in
the light. Why do we not do this? Why do we not talk of His love,
and tell of His goodness and His wonderful works to the children of
men?

We must learn what it means to believe in God. When will we
learn to be not faithless but believing? Can God say any more than
He has said to inspire us with faith and hope? We have no excuse
for our conversation taking a low, desponding level. We need not
exalt self, neither need we take special words to God, to depreciate
self. We are the Lord’s property. He declares, “Ye are not your own;
for ye are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body,
and in your spirit, which are God’s.” How shall we glorify Him?
“Whoso offereth praise glorifieth God.” From His throne above He
calls to us, “Look unto Me, and be ye saved, ... for I am God, and
there is none else.”

Oh, why are our lips so ready to exalt and praise ourselves? Why
have we so few words of praise to give our Lord Jehovah? Have we
not fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us? Are we not
commanded to be joyful in our King? Jesus is our living Advocate
in the presence of our Father. Talk of Him as the One who can and
does save to the uttermost all who come unto God through Him.
Let us learn to speak His praises. “Behold, God is my salvation; |
will trust, and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah is my strength
and my song; He also is become my salvation” [Isaiah 12:2]. If we
have tasted that the Lord is gracious, let us show that we are able
intelligently to make Him known. Let us talk faith, helping others
who are in the region and shadow of death.

Well I did not expect to write as much as I have. But I will say
a few words more. We must rely wholly upon God. It is your only
safety to let your tendrils entwine about God. We must educate
our tongues to speak more hopefully, with thanksgiving to His dear

[4]
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name. We want to encourage and educate every soul who claims to
believe the truth, to talk of Jesus. He is the resurrection and the life.

None of us need flatter ourselves that while the world is pro-
gressing in wickedness we shall have no difficulties. It is these
very difficulties that bring us to the audience chamber of the Most
High, to seek counsel of One who is infinite in wisdom. He loves to
have us seek Him, to trust Him, and believe in Him. If we had no
perplexities, no trials, we would become self-sufficient and lifted up
in ourselves. The true saints will be purified and made white and
tried.

Will you do your best to awaken the dormant energies of the
people of God, to seek the Lord with all the heart, that they may find
Him, and to keep His love burning in their hearts because they love
the truth as it is in Jesus? I am determined not to be discouraged. |
am determined to keep my face lifted up to the Sun of Righteousness.
I want the light and power of God in my soul. We need not become
cold and dark and Christless. We are to pray and believe, and watch
unto prayer.

I am glad you are to have a period of rest in Cooranbong. I
hope soon to see Willie and others who will come with him. Be of
good courage, and joyful in the Lord. Talk faith, and you will have
faith—Letter 42, 1897.

Ellen G. White Estate
Washington, D. C.,
May 2, 1985.

Entire Letter.
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MR No. 1138—Plans for Church Buildings; How to
Secure the Best Soul Winning Results from Camp
Meetings

(Written November 21, 1897, from Stanmore, N.S.W., to “Brother
Evans.”)

I have [had] but [a] few minutes’ conversation with W.C.W.
since his return to Australia. We met him in Stanmore at our camp
meeting. This meeting was indeed a meeting of great interest, and
the interest is being followed up as well as can be done to bind off
the work here in Sydney. There must be no lax movements done,
after an interest has been created in any place. There has been a
house selected as a home in every way appropriate for the workers.
Some are engaged in selling papers, small books, and pamphlets, and
others who are experienced—Brother and Sister Haskell, Brother
and Sister Starr, and Brother Baker—are engaged in meetings and
holding Bible readings, and calling on the people as they are invited.

About 20 have taken their stand upon the Sabbath question;
others are deciding. I came down here last Friday. For the past three
weeks I have been very sick. My sickness was caused by overwork
at the camp meeting. On Sabbath I ventured to speak in the tent.
A hot wave had just passed over New South Wales, and the heat
seemed as if it was coming from a burning furnace; yet the Lord
gave me strength, and last night I rested in sleep.

This morning [I arose] at my usual [time]—at three o’clock—
[and] I am writing these lines. I thank the Lord that I am being
strengthened. This morning the atmosphere is cooler. There is work
enough for 12 earnest workers. I have just written to Cooranbong
for Brother Wilson and his wife to come to Sydney and unite in the
work here. We expect them today; also W. C. White, on his way to
Melbourne.

A telegram came from Melbourne last Thursday for Elder
Haskell to attend the camp meeting there, but it is impossible for him

13
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to do so. The interest here requires all the force we have here, and
even more helpers than we have here now. Not one can be spared.
The class who are now becoming interested and taking their stand
for the truth are those who will be able to assist in the financial part
of the work, and also with their influence in helping to reach other
souls. We feel very thankful to God for this encouragement. We are
now hearing that precious souls are being moved by the Holy Spirit.
We will continue to work and pray as well.

The souls who have newly come to the faith, and others who
have not fully decided, are stirred in regard to building a church;
we will call it a tabernacle. We have a neat, nice place of worship
at Cooranbong, every way appropriate. It was dedicated without
one penny of debt upon it. This can be a pattern for Stanmore, if
proper grounds can be obtained; if not, we shall have to select some
suburb nearer Sydney. We think there will be considerable help from
outside parties.

We have no tabernacle in which to worship in the large city of
Sydney, but if the people of Sydney will unite in this work we can
build a tabernacle to accommodate the church in Sydney, Stanmore,
and other suburbs; and when they are a little stronger in numbers, a
house of worship must go up in Sydney proper, but work must first
be done in Sydney. Next year a camp meeting should be repeated
here in Stanmore or nearer Sydney, if the Lord wills. We have no
time now to hesitate; the work must advance.

The class who are now taking hold of the work are of the higher
class. These will help to reach the higher class. The Lord knows
just how much we need to attain an influence over a class that can
be a help in helping others to see the truth, and also to sustain and
advance the work. We have no time to devote to hesitance and
unbelief. The work must go.

In Newcastle and Maitland, places about 20 miles from Cooran-
bong, considerable work has been done in canvassing. Now there
1s an interest to hear the truth, and yet no labor has been given in
[a] tent effort. There are also small towns between Morissett and
Sydney, where there has been no labor. The work must go forward
in these places. The standard must be raised. Fields are opening and
calls are being made from every direction, Send us a minister. The
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. Results from Camp Meetings
ster—to-Bresent-to-them-the

inspiration of faith continually.

We have had the most successful camp meeting that has been
held in New South Wales. It exceeded anything we had hoped. The
light of the third angel’s message has penetrated many dark places.
We need every day a living connection with God. Our faith is not
as strong as it should be. As a people we are not as devotional
as we should be. We have great light, great opportunities, great
privileges, and we now need to walk with the light and have a faith
proportionate to the great and living truths we are handling. We
must not trust in our own powers or in the powers and smartness of
our speakers. We must lean our whole weight upon One who can
help us in every emergency. Our work is aggressive; there must be
no halting. There must be less, far less, hovering about the churches,
and far more lifting the standard in new fields. Our ministers must
give the trumpet a certain sound, lifting up Jesus and saying, “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.”

The light of truth must flash forth upon the pathway of many
who have never heard the message of warning. We want light to
go forth everywhere. I am pleading for physical strength, mental
clearness, and spiritual power. The Lord is my helper. He can be my
efficiency. He will be our strength. We have no time to lose. The
end of all things is at hand.—Letter 51, 1897, pages 1-3.

Ellen G. White Estate
Washington, D. C.,

May 2, 1985.

[9]
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MR No. 1139—To Be No Controversies at Camp
Meeting; Hold Camp Meeting Near Site of Previous
Year’s Meeting

(Written February 13, 1901, from Crystal Springs, St. Helena,
California, to “Brother and Sister Starr and Mother Sisley.”)

I can write you only a few lines. I thank you for your letter. I
was very glad to hear the good news of your camp meeting and to
know that interest is still shown. I am glad that the door is not closed
by any discussions or controversy. Then there is no taking sides.
Those who place themselves on the wrong side seldom change to
the right side, therefore there should be no controversies at our camp
meetings. We are to use the strength of our words and influence to
advance the truth in clear, straight lines, receiving and imparting
light. As the leaven of the precious truth is introduced, it silently
diffuses itself, imparting its own properties and tendencies, until the
whole lump is leavened. Satan’s evil leaven of unbelief will often be
introduced to prevent the work of reformation [from] going on, but
nevertheless the vital current of truth must constantly flow forth and
impress minds.

New territories must be entered, and the closer these territories
are to one another the better can they be cared for. As fields near
together are worked, the small companies raised up gain strength
from association with one another. It is not always best when ar-
ranging for a camp meeting, to hold it a long way from where the
camp meeting was held the year before. If it [is] held near, those
who were not converted at the previous meeting may be at this.

I am sure [that] revival efforts are just what is needed to bind off
the work. And in every place where souls are brought unto the truth,
a place of worship should be prepared for them as soon as possible.

I must now stop. I am not fit to write. Remember when you see
mistakes, that Sister White can hardly hold the pen in her fingers
sometimes. I write because I desire the chain of communication [to

16
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and your work.

May the Lord help you and bless you as a family, and guide
you, is my most earnest prayer. May He strengthen and bless you
and give you the precious sunlight of His countenance.—Letter 25,
1901.

Ellen G. White Estate
Washington, D. C.,
May 2, 1985.

Entire Letter.
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MR No. 1140—Image to the Beast Formed Before
Close of Probation

(Written August 6, 1890, presumably from Petoskey, Michigan, to
“Brother and Sister Garmire.”)

Since visiting your house Sabbath afternoon, August 23, some
things have rested on my mind to say to you. I have no hesitancy
in saying that Anna’s visions are not of God. The dreams that the
members of your family have had are a deception of Satan. Will the
Lord give light through an impure, corrupt channel? No.

This wonderful interpretation of Scripture which you have ac-
cepted, came from a man who was wholly deceived. Such ideas
as he advanced, such interpretation of the third angel’s message
and other Bible truths, such corrupting, sensual things, could come
only from a mind defiled. My pen refuses to trace his blasphemous
pretensions. Here is where you received your light.

Anna’s visions have no higher source than the ideas you accepted
from the blind man Jones. Can an impure foundation send forth
pure water? Never. The imagination of the man was wholly defiled,
and yet he presented his error as solemn, sacred truth. Think you
the Lord would pass by His people, who are striving to do His work,
and impart light to one corrupt in heart, whose theories would lead
to moral pollution and defilement of soul and body? No, indeed no.

Satan saw that he could work upon your fruitful imagination,
and lead you, with others, into his net. Did God give you that time
message? No; for no such message comes from the true source of
light. You present your calculations and figures, as many First Day
Adventists have, but your reckoning is founded on false premises.
In the little leaflet you sent out you speak of “the judgment” coming
in one hour, and that God will work “His strange work™ and “cut
it short in righteousness” and seal to Himself a remnant, in fifteen
days.

18
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On page 8 you present Anna’s vision in regard to a certain
woman as a confirmation of your theory that probation would end in
October, 1884. There is nothing to this. Probation is not yet closed;
the saints are not yet sealed. In the next paragraph you give Anna’s
dream in regard to her father. Neither has this any weight, nor the
dream your wife has had. They are all false.

I quote from your tract: “The Lord plainly tells you the literal
days He will be pleading with you, in Hosea 5:7—for fifteen days
on the testimony, and fifteen more days on the laws, in the loud cry.
I shall not be able to get this tract before any of you more than thirty
days before the time is accomplished.”

You say, “Hundreds will be in the Tabernacle; and as they have
rejected the Lord, He will reject them, and send them strong delu-
sions, that they may believe a lie.” Who was it that was deluded?
Who was it that believed a lie? Then you make quotations from
Sister White to substantiate your false theories.

Forty thousand of these leaflets were sent out. One of your party
prevailed upon a young man who was naturally conscientious, to
steal the mailing list of the Review and Herald, from which to obtain
names to whom to send your falsehoods. This was a State’s prison
crime. Such work in no sense bears the divine mark. Time has
proved you to be a false prophet, and Anna’s visions false exercises.
God never works in this way.

Satan has other and stronger delusions prepared for you. You
will claim, if you have not already done so, that you have a work to
do in connection with Anna’s visions, corresponding to that of the
mighty angel that came down from heaven, whose glory lightened
the earth. Satan sees that your mind is all ready to be impressed with
his suggestions, and he will use you to your own ruin, unless in the
name of the Lord you break the shackles that bind you.

The parable of the call to supper has no bearing on your theories.
It is a lesson given by Christ to reach to the close of probation.
You dwell on this parable, and call in the Scripture, when you have
wholly perverted and misapplied its meaning.

You and your wife and Sister Eastman have said, “Show us from
the Bible that we are in error, and we will give it up.” But how can I
prove your error by Scripture when you misinterpret and misapply
it as you do?

[14]
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It was this same spirit in the Jews which called forth the words
of Christ, “Ye are ignorant both of the Scriptures and of the power
of God.” They entertained the idea that Christ at His first advent was
to break the Roman yoke from off their necks, and that He would
then honor Israel by placing them above every other people on the
earth. And they produced Scripture to sustain them; but they were
deceived. The Old Testament prophecies which relate to the glorious
second appearing of Christ, they applied to His first advent, and
many, even the wise and educated, were deceived. Their error was
fatal.

Several times during our conversation, in which you become
very much in earnest, you repeated the sentence, “O consistency,
thou art a jewel!” I repeat the same with decided force to you. You
say that Anna’s visions place the forming of the image of the beast
after probation closes. This is not so. You claim to believe the
testimonies; let them set you right on this point. The Lord has
shown me clearly that the image of the beast will be formed before
probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the people of God,
by which their eternal destiny will be decided. Your position is such
a jumble of inconsistencies that but few will be deceived.

In Revelation 13 this subject is plainly presented; [Revelation
13:11-17, quoted].

This is the test that the people of God must have before they are
sealed. All who prove their loyalty to God by observing His law,
and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the banner
of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God.
Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin, and accept the Sunday
sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast. What need will there be
of the solemn warning not to receive the mark of the beast, when all
the saints of God are sealed and ticketed for the New Jerusalem? “O
consistency, thou art a jewel!”

You have taken the history of the disobedient prophet, as given
in the Old Testament, and applied it to Sister White. You say she
is perfectly honest, but the deceived prophet. For this reason the
testimonies of the Spirit of God can have no effect on you. Has the
Lord opened to you or your daughter, your wife or your children,
the disobedience of Sister White? If she has walked contrary to
God, will you show in what? My duty is to make plain statements
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of my position; for you misinterpret my testimony, wrench it from
its true meaning, and ring in my name whenever you think it will
enforce whatever you have to say. But when the testimonies do not
harmonize with your theories, I am excused, because I am the false
prophet! There are many ways of evading the truth.

You seem to have special bitterness against Elder [Uriah] Smith,
and some others of our brethren, and you have talked out these
feelings in your family, thus leavening them. The Lord has seen
fit to counsel Elder Smith, to give him words of reproof because
he had erred; but is this an evidence that God has forsaken him?
No. “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore,
and repent” [Revelation 3:19]. The Lord reproves wrongs in His
people, but is this an evidence that He has rejected them? No. There
are errors in the church, and the Lord points them out by His own
ordained agencies, not always through the testimonies. Now, shall
we seize these reproofs and make capital of them, and say that God
is not imparting to them His light and love? No. The very work that
God is trying to do for them shows that He loves them and wants to
draw them away from paths of danger.

God has spoken in reference to yourself. That which you term
light from heaven, He has pronounced darkness, and the visions born
of this error, He calls a delusion. Will you believe this testimony?
Will you heed what the Lord has spoken through Sister White, or
will you cast the word of the Lord behind you? Will you quote
this testimony as readily, and make capital of it, as you have of
testimonies of reproof given your brethren who have erred in some
things? “O consistency, thou art a jewel!”—Letter 11, 1890.

Ellen G. White Estate
Washington, D. C.,
May 2, 1985.

Entire Letter.
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MR No. 1141—Cautions About Making Doctrinal
Differences Prominent; Contemplating the Marvels
and Mysteries of the Incarnation

(Written February 18, 1887, from Basel, Switzerland, to E. J.
Waggoner and A. T. Jones.)

I have something to say to you that I should withhold no longer.
I have been looking in vain as yet to get an article that was written
nearly twenty years ago in reference to the “added law.” I read this
to Elder [J. H.] Waggoner. I stated then to him that I had been shown
[that] his position in regard to the law was incorrect, and from the
statements I made to him he has been silent upon the subject for
many years.

I have not been in the habit of reading any doctrinal articles
in the paper, that my mind should not have any understanding of
anyone’s ideas and views, and that not a mold of any man’s theories
should have any connection with that which I write. I have sent
repeatedly for my writings on the law, but that special article has
not yet appeared. There is such an article in Healdsburg, I am well
aware, but it has not come as yet. I have much writing many years
old on the law, but the special article that I read to Elder Waggoner
has not come to me yet.

Letters came to me from some attending the Healdsburg College
in regard to Brother E. J. W.’s [Waggoner’s] teachings in regard
to the two laws. I wrote immediately protesting against their do-
ing contrary to the light which God had given us in regard to all
differences of opinion, and I heard nothing in response to the let-
ter. It may never have reached you. If you, my brethren, had the
experience that my husband and myself have had in regard to these
known differences being published in articles in our papers, you
would never have pursued the course you have, either in your ideas
advanced before our students at the college, neither would it have
appeared in the Signs. Especially at this time should everything like
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and less cautious than they should be. You must, as far as difference
is concerned, be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Even if
you are fully convinced that your ideas of doctrines are sound, you
do not show wisdom that that difference should be made apparent.

I have no hesitancy in saying you have made a mistake here. You
have departed from the positive directions God has given upon this
matter, and only harm will be the result. This is not in God’s order.
You have now set the example for others to do as you have done,
to feel at liberty to put in their various ideas and theories and bring
them before the public, because you have done this. This will bring
in a state of things that you have not dreamed of. I have wanted to
get out articles in regard to the law, but I have been moving about so
much, my writings are where I cannot have the advantage of them.

It is no small matter for you to come out in the Signs as you have
done, and God has plainly revealed that such things should not be
done. We must keep before the world a united front. Satan will
triumph to see differences among Seventh-day Adventists. These
questions are not vital points. I have not read Elder Butler’s pamphlet
or any articles written by any of our writers and do not mean to. But
I did see years ago that Elder [J. H.] Waggoner’s views were not
correct, and read to him matter which I had written. The matter does
not lie clear and distinct in my mind yet. I cannot grasp the matter,
and for this reason I am fully convinced that presenting it has been
not only untimely, but deleterious.

Elder Butler has had such an amount of burdens he was not
prepared to do this subject justice. Brother E. J. W. [Waggoner] has
had his mind exercised on this subject, but to bring these differences
into our general conferences is a mistake; it should not be done.
There are those who do not go deep, who are not Bible students,
who will take positions decidedly for or against, grasping at apparent
evidence; yet it may not be truth, and to take differences into our
conferences where the differences become widespread, thus sending
forth all through the fields various ideas, one in opposition to the
other, is not God’s plan, but at once raises questionings, doubts
whether we have the truth, whether after all we are not mistaken and
in error.

[20]



[21]

[22]

24 Manuscript Releases, vol. 15 [Nos. 1136-1185]

The Reformation was greatly retarded by making prominent dif-
ferences on some points of faith and each party holding tenaciously
to those things where they differed. We shall see eye to eye erelong,
but to become firm and consider it your duty to present your views in
decided opposition to the faith or truth as it has been taught by us as
a people, is a mistake, and will result in harm, and only harm, as in
the days of Martin Luther. Begin to draw apart and feel at liberty to
express your ideas without reference to the views of your brethren,
and a state of things will be introduced that you do not dream of.

My husband had some ideas on some points differing from the
views taken by his brethren. I was shown that however true his
views were, God did not call for him to put them in front before
his brethren and create differences of ideas. While he might hold
these views subordinate himself, once they are made public, minds
would seize [upon them], and just because others believed differently
would make these differences the whole burden of the message, and
get up contention and variance.

There are the main pillars of our faith, subjects which are of vital
interest, the Sabbath, the keeping of the commandments of God.
Speculative ideas should not be agitated, for there are peculiar minds
that love to get some point that others do not accept, and argue and
attract everything to that one point, urging that point, magnifying
that point, when it is really a matter which is not of vital importance,
and will be understood differently. Twice I have been shown that
everything of a character to cause our brethren to be diverted from
the very points now essential for this time, should be kept in the
background.

Christ did not reveal many things that were truth, because it
would create a difference of opinion and get up disputations, but
young men who have not passed through this experience we have
had, would as soon have a brush as not. Nothing would suit them
better than a sharp discussion.

If these things come into our conference, I would refuse to attend
one of them; for I have had so much light upon the subject that I
know that unconsecrated and unsanctified hearts would enjoy this
kind of exercise. Too late in the day, brethren, too late in the day.
We are in the great day of atonement, a time when a man must be
afflicting his soul, confessing his sins, humbling his heart before
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come in before the people, they will think one has the argument,
and then that another directly opposed has the argument. The poor
people become confused and the conference will be a dead loss,
worse than if they had had no conference. Now when everything
1s dissension and strife, there must be decided efforts to handle,
[to] publish with pen and voice these things that will reveal only
harmony.

Elder [J. H.] Waggoner has loved discussions and contention.
I fear that E. J. W. [Waggoner] has cultivated a love for the same.
We need now good, humble religion. E. J. W. [Waggoner] needs
humility, meekness, and Brother Jones can be a power for good if he
will constantly cultivate practical godliness, that he may teach this
to the people.

But how do you think I feel to see our two leading papers in
contention? I know how these papers came into existence. I know
what God has said about them, that they are one, that no variance
should be seen in these two instrumentalities of God. They are one
and they must remain one, breathing the same spirit, exercised in
the same work, to prepare a people to stand in the day of the Lord,
one in faith, one in purpose.

The Sickle [a missionary paper briefly published in 1886.] was
started in Battle Creek, but it is not designed to take the place of
the Signs, and I cannot see that it is really needed. The Signs of the
Times 1s needed and will do that which the Sickle cannot. I know if
the Signs 1s kept full of precious articles, food for the people, that
every family should have it. But a pain comes to my heart every
time I see the Sickle. I say it is not as God would have it. If Satan
can get in dissension among us as a people, he will only be too glad.

I do not think that years will wipe out the impressions made at
our last conference. I know how these things work. I am satisfied that
we must have more of Jesus and less of self. If there is a difference
upon any parts of the understanding of some particular passage of
Scripture, then do not be with pen or voice making your differences
apparent and making a breach when there is no need of this.

We are one in faith in the fundamental truths of God’s word.
And one object must be kept in view constantly, that is harmony and
cooperation must be maintained without compromising one principle
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of truth. And while constantly digging for the truth as for hidden
treasure, be careful how you open new and conflicting opinions. We
have a worldwide message. The commandments of God and the
testimonies of Jesus Christ are the burden of our work. To have
unity and love for one another is the great work now to be carried
on. There is danger of our ministers dwelling too much on doctrines,
preaching altogether too many discourses on argumentative subjects
when their own soul needs practical godliness.

There has been a door thrown open for variance and strife and
contention and differences which none of you can see but God. His
eyes traces the beginning to the end. And the magnitude of mischief
God alone knows. The bitterness, the wrath, the resentment, the
jealousies, the heart burnings provoked by controversies of both
sides of the question causes the loss of many souls.

May the Lord give us to see the need of drinking from the living
fountain of the water of life. Its pure streams will refresh and heal
us and refresh all connected with us. Oh, if the hearts were only
subdued by the Spirit of God! If the eye was single to God’s glory,
what a flood of heavenly light would pour upon the soul. He who
spake as never man spake was an educator upon earth. After His
resurrection He was an educator to the lonely, disappointed disciples
traveling to Emmaus, and to those assembled in the upper chamber.
He opened to them the Scriptures concerning Himself and caused
their hearts to be bound with a holy, new, and sacred hope and joy.

From the Holy of Holies, there goes on the grand work of in-
struction. The angels of God are communicating to men. Christ
officiates in the sanctuary. We do not follow Him into the sanctuary
as we should. Christ and angels work in the hearts of the children of
men. The church above, united with the church below, is warring
the good warfare upon the earth. There must be a purifying of the
soul here upon the earth, in harmony with Christ’s cleansing of the
sanctuary in heaven. There we shall see more clearly as we are seen.
We shall know as we are known.

It is a melancholy and dispiriting thing to observe how little
effect the solemn truths relating to these last days have upon the
minds and hearts of those who claim to believe the truth. They listen
to the discourses preached, they seem to be deeply interested as they
hang upon the lips of the speaker, and if his words are sublime they
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before them.

But with the close of the discourse the spell is broken. Enter the
homes and you will be surprised to not hear one word that would lead
you to think that a deep impression was made as the circumstances
warranted in the presentation of such elevating things. It was exactly
as if they had listened to some pleasant song or melody. It is done,
and the impression gone like the morning dew before the sun.

What is the reason of this? The truth is not brought into the life.
They did not accept the truth spoken as the word of God to them.
They did not look past the instrument to the great Worker within the
heavenly sanctuary. They did not take the word as a special message
from God, of whom the speaker was only the one who was entrusted
with the message. It is then any marvel that the truth is so powerless,
that with a large number, if there is some excitement, a little animal
ecstasy, a little head knowledge, the influence is no deeper?

There is altogether too much sermonizing. There is too little
listening and hearing the voice of God, but hearing only the voice of
man; and the hearers go to their homes with souls unnourished but
empty as before, and prepared to sit in judgment upon the sermon,
commenting upon it as they would upon a tragedy, reviewing the
matter as a human effort. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus.” Fill the mind with the great humiliation of Christ, and
then contemplate His divine character, His majesty and glory of the
Highest, and His disrobing Himself of these and clothing His divinity
with humanity. Then we can see a self-denial, a self-sacrifice, that
was