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1. 1. The Miracles of JesusThe Miracles of Jesus
Present Truth, August 25, 1892

 BELIEF in miracles is a necessary consequence of a be-
lief in God. He who does not believe in miracles does

not believe in God.
A

Isaiah 55
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, says the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.

Miracles,  therefore,  are  simply God’s  natural  actions.  His
smallest acts must be miraculous in the eyes of men, simply
because He is God. Since God is infinnitely above man, and His
ways are as much higher than man’s ways as the heavens are
higher than the earth, it follows that no one can deny the ex-
istence of miracles at the present day without denying that
God lives and directs the affaairs of the universe.

It is idle to speculate as to whether or not miracles are a
setting  aside  of  the  laws  of  nature.  What  are  commonly
known as the “laws of nature,”  are nothing less than God’s
ways of working in the inanimate world. We cease to wonder
at them because they are so common that we do not recognize
God in them.

Familiar as the phenomena of the weather are to us, no man
can make it rain. The most learned botanist cannot make a
single blade of grass. No matter how deeply scientists may ex-
plore the operations of nature, there is still something in ev-
ery one of them which they cannot explain.

The life of Jesus on earth, from His birth to His ascension
was a miracle, because it was the life of God. Thousands of
people who never heard of Jesus, had tried to live sinless lives,
but not one had been able to do so. Philosophers had set forth
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lofty moral sentiments, but not one had been able to live out
his own teachings. But Christ lived a sinless life, in the face of
such temptations as all the world together had never known.
It was because He lived the life of the infinite God.

2 Corinthians 5
19 God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.

All His acts were the acts of the Father, who dwelt in Him.
Said He:

John 14
10 Believe you not that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me? The words that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself; 
but the Father that dwells in me, He does the works.

So the miracles that Christ did were the natural working of
that life of God, which was His life.

These miracles were wrought for a definite purpose. After
having told of many miracles that Jesus did, and His resurrec-
tion as the crowning one of the whole series, the apostle John
said:

John 20
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His
disciples, which are not written in this book;
31 But these are written, that you might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might 
have life through His name.

Every miracle  of  Jesus,  therefore,  was for  the purpose of
showing us how we may receive His life, and have the same
miracle wrought  in us.  It  is  truly said that His miracles  of
healing were the natural outgrowth of His sympathetic loving
nature:

John 3
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.
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Love to man prompted every step in the plan of salvation.
Christ did not perform the miracles simply for the purpose of
calling  atteention to  Himself,  but  to  show the  love  and  the
power of God toward man. Thee healing of the bodies of men
was only an object lesson. Theey were aids to faith, to enable
men to  grasp unseen realities;  to  show them the power of
Christ to heal the disease of the soul.

Whoever reads the accounts of the miracles of Jesus with
this in mind, and not as stories told for our entertainment,
will receive of the life which was manifested in the doing of
those miracles. Each one illustrates some phase of the work of
Christ in supplying man’s spiritual needs.

In subsequent chapters we shall study some of these mira-
cles, to the end that we may receive life through His name.
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2. 2. The Cleansing Touch and WordThe Cleansing Touch and Word
Present Truth, September 22, 1892

Luke 5
12 And it came to pass, when He was in a certain city, behold 
a man full of leprosy; who seeing Jesus, fell on his face, and 
besought Him, saying, Lord, if You will, you can make me 
clean.
13 And He put forth His hand, and touched him, saying, I will;
be clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him.

HIS is one of the things that are written that we might
know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and it is a

forcible  illustration of  how if  we believe we may have life
through His name.

T
Such a  wonderful  cure  had never  been performed before

since the world began. From that day to this, medical science
has been impotent in the presence of the dreaded disease, lep-
rosy. It was a most loathsome disease. The one who had it was
shut off from human society, except from those who had the
same disease. They were regarded as in the highest degree un-
clean.

As  the  disease  progressed,  the  different  members  of  the
body dropped  off.  It  was  actually  a  living  death.  The man
could look on and see the death preying upon him, ever ad-
vancing, and had the certainty before him of final, complete
death. For him there was no hope.

Full of Leprosy
This man was “full of leprosy.” He was evidently in the last

stages of the disease. It had begun to prey upon his vitals, and
in a short time he would drop into the grave. It was then that
he saw Jesus; and when we consider his condition, we can ap-
preciate the wonderful faith shown by the words,

12 Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.
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Theere was not the slightest doubt of Christ’s power to save.
Jesus immediately responded to the cry of faith, saying,

13 I will; be clean.

And immediately the leprosy departed from him.

The Leprosy of Sin
Sin is a sore disease that is preying upon the vitals of every

man. Like the leper, men are filled with it.

Isaiah 1 [RV]
4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evil-doers, children that deal corruptly; they have forsaken 
the Lord, they have despised the Holy One of Israel, they are
estranged, and gone backward.
5 Why will you be still stricken, that you revolt more and 
more? The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and festering sores;
they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither molli-
fied with oil.

Sure Death
Like the leprosy, sin is progressive death.

1 Corinthians 15
56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

James 1
15 Then when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin, and sin, 
when it is finished, brings forth death.

Romans 8
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually 
minded is life and peace.
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

Romans 7
18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good 
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thing; for to will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is good, I find not.
24 O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death?

Separated Because of Sin
The leprous person was separated. So the sinful person is

separated from God. He is unclean.

Isaiah 59
2 Your iniquities have separated between you and your God. 

Ephesians 4
17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of 
their mind,
18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, be-
cause of the blindness of their heart;
19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

Made Nigh
But although the sinner is  by his very uncleanness sepa-

rated from God, yet God is not afraid to come near and touch
him. Jesus was moved with compassion as He saw the poor
leper, and He is the same now.

Hebrews 4
15 For we have not a High Priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Theerefore, like the leper, we may come with boldness to a
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and finnd grace to
help in time of need. For:

Zechariah 13
1 [There is a] fountain opened to the house of David and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.
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And though the person be full of sin and uncleanness,

Hebrews 7
25 [Our High Priest] is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him.

Cleansed by the Word
Jesus not only has the healing touch, but His words have

power to heal. The Psalmist says concerning His dealing with
His people of old that:

Psalm 107
20 He sent His word, and healed them.

Mark,  recording  the  healing  of  the  leper,  said  that  Jesus
touched him, saying,

Mark 1
42 And as soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy 
departed from him, and he was cleansed.

Thee word of Christ  also cleanses from sin,  and it  was to
make us  realize  this  fact  that  the  healing of  the  leper  was
recorded. Said the Saviour:

John 15
1 I am the true Vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
2 Every branch in me that bears not fruit He takes away; and 
every branch that bears fruit, He purges it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit.
3 Now you are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you.

Do You Believe?
Do we believe that the word and touch of Jesus made the

leper  clean?  Then  we  may  know that  the  same  word  and
touch will make us clean from sin. He who does not believe
that the Lord can cleanse him from sin, no matter how vile he
may be, does not believe the Bible record of the miracles of
Christ.
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But merely saying that we believe does not answer the pur-
pose; we must accept the cleansing. There is another impor-
tant truth taught in this lesson.

Full Assurance of Faith
Jesus said, “I will; be clean.” Read these words of inspiration:

Galatians 1
3 Grace be to you, and peace, from God the Father, and from 
our Lord Jesus Christ,
4 Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and
our Father.

Luke 12
32 It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.

Matthew 18
14 It is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish.

So we ought to come to the Lord with a great deal more
boldness and confindence than the leper did. He knew that the
Master had the power to heal him, but he said, “If You will.”
God has given us such abundant evidence of His willingness
to save us from our sins that it would be casting discredit on
His word if we should say,

“Lord, if You will, You can save me.”

John 3
16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.

Theus has He shown not only His willingness, but His long-
ing desire, to save men. He has left  nothing undone, and has
kept nothing back.

Isaiah 5
4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 
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have not done in it?

Romans 8
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us?
32 He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?

He who doubts  the  willingness  of  God to  hear  and save
those who wish salvation, must doubt the very existence of
God.

Our Confidence
Well, then, what is the final lesson? Just this:

1 John 5
14 And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to His will, He hears us.

Now we have learned that it is the will of God to save peo-
ple from sin. Theat is why Christ came to earth to die. Theere
can be no question that it is the will of God to cleanse us from
all  unrighteousness.  Theerefore  we know that  whenever  we
come and ask for cleansing, that moment He hears us.  But
this is not all.

15 And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.

So, as soon as we ask in faith, the work is done.

The Word Has Been Spoken
The word of salvation has already gone forth.

Acts 13
26 To you is the word of this salvation sent.

Thee word is full  of  healing power.  We come to the Lord,
saying,
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“Lord, I know that You have the power to cleanse me, and I 
know that You will.”

We know then that He hears us. We do not then have to
wait for the word to come to us, “I will; be clean,” for it has al-
ready been spoken. So, when we know that He hears us, we
know that we have the things that we desired of Him. Our
faith appropriates the power of the word, and its righteous-
ness is ours.

Who is  there that does not  need freedom from sin? It  is
ours, if we will but receive it. Thousands say that they believe,
and yet they find no relief. To such the miracles of Christ are
not a reality. They are but as idle tales.

When they receive the word as it is indeed, the living word
of God, then they will believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and,
believing, they will have life through His name.

Article 2 - The Cleansing Touch and Word 11





3. 3. Righteousness and LifeRighteousness and Life
Present Truth, October 6, 1892

LTHOUGH the Gospel is a great mystery, yet it is ex-
ceedingly simple. A few principles, easily grasped, cover

every possible phase of it. Two things only need to be under-
stood, namely, man’s need, in God’s ability and willingness to
supply that need.

A

In the first place we find that all men are sinners.

Romans 3
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one;
11 There is none that understands, there is none that seeks 
after God.
12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that does good, no, not one.
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Sin is part of the very being of man; in fact, it may be said
to be the man. Christ, who knew what was in man, said,

Mark 7
21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness;
23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man.

Theese evil things come from the heart, not of a few men, or
of a certain class of men, but of all men, of mankind. Now we
are told that:

Proverbs 4
22 Out of the heart are the issues of life.

Theerefore we know that these evil things are the very life of
men. Theat means that the life of man by nature is sin. But sin
means death.
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Romans 8
6 For to be carnally minded is death.

Romans 5
12 By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.

Theus we see that sin carries death with it.  Death springs
from sin, for:

1 Corinthians 15
56 The sting of death is sin.

James 1
15 Sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.

From these texts we learn that in sin death is wrapped up.
Therough the mercy of God sin does not immediately work the
death of the individual, because the Lord is longsuffaering,

2 Peter 3
9 Not willing that any should perish, but that all should come
to repentance.

So He gives men an opportunity to repent. If they do so the
sin will be taken away, and of course they will be delivered
from death. But if they refuse to repent, and show that they
love sin, it works out that which is in it, namely, death. Many
other texts might be quoted to show that sin means death, but
these are sufficcient for the present. Let the reader examine, if
he  wishes,  John 3:36;  Deuteronomy 30:15-20,  in  connection
with Deuteronomy 11:26-28; Romans 5:20-21; 7:24.

Sin  and  death  are  therefore  inseparable.  Where  one  is
found, there is  the other.  To save from sin is to save from
death. Salvation does not mean simply deliverance from the
consequences of sin, but from sin itself.

The  plan  of  salvation  is  not,  as  some  have  supposed,  a
scheme  by  which  people  are  free  to  sin  as  much  as  they
please, in the confidence that a profession of faith will save
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them from the just desert of their wrong-doing. On the con-
trary, it is a plan for the utter freeing of the man from sin, so
there  will  be  no cause of  death.  As there  can be no death
without sin, so there can be no life without righteousness.

But where shall  man get righteousness? He cannot get it
from himself, for he has nothing but sin in himself.

Romans 7
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwells no good 
thing; for to will is present with me; but how to perform that
which is good I find not.

Romans 8
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

Since the whole life is sin, as we have already seen, it is evi-
dent that the only way to get goodness is to get another life.
Theat is what the Gospel offaers.

While man is evil, God is good. He is not only good, but He
is  the  only  one  who  is  good.  Listen  to  the  words  of  the
Saviour, to the young man who came running to ask Him, 

Mark 10
17 Good Master, what shall I do that I may have eternal life?
18 And Jesus said unto him, Why do you call me good? there 
is none good but one, that is, God.

Theis is  absolute.  It  does  not  exclude  Christ,  for  Christ  is
God. John 1:1.

2 Corinthians 5
19 God was in Christ.

Thee life of the Father and of the Son are the same.

John 6
57 As the living Father has sent me, and I live by the Father: 
so he that eats me, even he shall live by me.
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Theere is  no goodness apart from God.  Goodness is  not a
sentiment, but a real thing. Theere can be no goodness apart
from actions. It is not flooating around in the air like the odor
of floowers. As there can be no such thing as sweetness apart
from something that is sweet, and as there is no such thing as
saltiness apart from salt, so there is no such thing as goodness
apart from good deeds.

All of God’s ways are good and right. His ways are briefly
yet comprehensively described in His law.

Psalm 103
7 He made known His ways unto Moses, His acts unto the 
children of Israel.

Psalm 119
1 Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law 
of the Lord.

As the law of God describes His ways, and all His ways are
right, His law is called His righteousness. Theus we read:

Isaiah 51
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth 
beneath; for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and 
the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell 
therein shall die in like manner; but my salvation shall be for
ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.
7 Hearken unto me, you that know righteousness, the people 
in whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of men, nei-
ther be afraid of their revilings.

God’s law is His righteousness, and His righteousness con-
sists of active deeds; therefore the law of God is the life of
God. His life is the standard of righteousness. Theat which is
like His life is right, and everything that diffaers from His life is
wrong.

We are not left in ignorance of what the life of God is, for
He has lived it before men, in the person of Jesus Christ. The
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law of God was in His heart (Psalm 40:8), and out of the heart
are the issues of life; therefore the law of God was His life. As
Isaac Watts said,

My blest Redeemer and my Lord,
I read my duty in Your word;

But in Your life the law appears
Drawn out in living characters.

The Spirit of the Lord was upon Him (Luke 4:18), and:

2 Corinthians 3
17 Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Theerefore the life of God in Christ is “the perfect law of lib-
erty,” continuance in which causes a man to be blessed in his
deed.  James 1:25.  No  other  life  has  ever  been seen in  this
world, that was free from sin.

Men have exhausted themselves and worn out their  very
life in attempting to live righteous lives, and have invariably
failed.  Everybody  knows  himself  to  be  a  sinner.  There  are
none who will not acknowledge that they might have done
better in some things than they have done; and there are none
who have not at some time in their lives said or thought that
they were going to do better; and therein they show that they
know that they have sinned. Every man’s conscience accuses
him, even if he has not been instructed in the law of God. See
Romans 2:14-15.

Since every man’s life is sin in itself, and he has but the one
life, and righteousness cannot be manufactured out of sin, it is
evident that the only way any man can get righteousness is
by getting another life. And since the only righteous life ever
known is the life of God in Christ, it is plain that the sinner
must get the life of Christ. This is nothing more nor less than
living the Christian life. The Christian life is the life of Christ.

But let no one think that he can live this life himself. It is
evident that we cannot live another life with our old life that
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we have always lived. In order to live another life, we must
have another life. And no one can live the life of another. No
man can live the life even of his most intimate friend; for:

1. He cannot successfully imitate the things with which 
he is acquainted in that friend, and

2. He cannot know that other one’s inner life.

How much less, then, can one live the infinite life of Christ!
People sometimes do try to pass themselves off as somebody
else, but they are invariably detected in the fraud; so must it
be with the one who undertakes to live Christ’s life. Thou-
sands of people are trying to live the Christian life, but the
cause of their failure is that they are trying to live Christ’s life
with their own.

What, then, can be done? Is there no possibility of living the
Christian life? Yes, there is, but Christ must be allowed to live
it. Men must be content to give up their sinful and worthless
lives,  and  count  themselves  dead—merely  nothing.  Then  if
they are indeed dead with Christ, they will also live with Him.
Then it will be with them as it was with Paul:

Galatians 2
19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live 
unto God.
20 I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me.

When Christ is allowed to live His own life in a man, then,
and then only, will that man’s life be in harmony with the law
of God. Theen he will have righteousness, because he has the
only life in which there is righteousness.

If any are in doubt as to how the life of Christ may be ob-
tained,  let  them read the account  of  His miracles,  how He
healed the sick and raised the dead:
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• Read how He gave new life to the poor woman whose 
life was daily ebbing away. Luke 8:43-48.

• Read how He gave life to Lazarus and the ruler’s daugh-
ter. John 11:1-46; Mark 5:22-43.

• Learn that His word is a living word, with power to give
life to all who receive it in faith. John 5:24.

• Learn that the life of Christ is in His word, so that when
the word is heard and believed Christ Himself dwells in 
the heart by faith. Ephesians 3:17.

Let these things be living realities, and you will surely have
life through His name.

Article 3 - Righteousness and Life 19





4. 4. Coming to the MasterComing to the Master
Present Truth, October 20, 1892

HEN the blind man came to Jesus to receive his sight,
Jesus said to him,W

Luke 18
42 Your faith has saved you.

In another article we have seen that this was done to show
how we may receive the forgiveness of sins. Theis will be seen
the more clearly if we compare it with the case of the woman
who anointed the feet of Jesus. Thee case is recorded in  Luke
7:36-50. Jesus was eating in the house of a Pharisee. A woman
in the city, who was a sinner, came behind Jesus as He re-
clined at the table, and, weeping, washed His feet with her
tears, wiped them with her hair, and anointed them with pre-
cious ointment.

The Pharisee with whom Jesus was dining was indignant at
this, and said to himself,

Luke 7
39 This man, if He were a prophet, would have known who 
and what manner of woman this is that touches Him; for she
is a sinner.

Jesus rebuked the Pharisee for his unkind thought both of
this woman and of Him, and then said to the woman,

48 Your sins are forgiven.

Theen those who sat at the table began to murmur because
Jesus had said that, thinking that He had no right and power
to forgive sins.

50 And He said to the woman, Your faith has saved You; go in 
peace.

Theis is the same language that Jesus used to the blind man
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when He gave him his sight. Just as he received his sight by
faith, so she received the forgiveness of sins by faith. Thee one
case was intended as an illustration of the other. We can grasp
the fact of a man being blind and receiving his sight, for that
is within the range of our senses. So it is given as an object
lesson, to help us to comprehend those things that are not
within reach of our physical senses.

Notice that in both these cases there was an effort to keep
them away from the Saviour. In the case of the blind man, the
more they tried to make him keep still, the more he cried out.
So with the woman; she would not be driven from the side of
the Saviour by the harsh looks of the Pharisee. This also was
recorded for our learning.

Whenever any one feels the need of the Saviour, the devil is
ready with his discouragements. He will even attempt to use
Scripture, to keep people away from the Lord. He will remind
the sinner that God is of purer eyes than to look upon iniquity
(Habakkuk 1:13),  and  that  evil  cannot  dwell  with  him.  He
whispers:

“You are altogether too sinful to come to the Lord; He will 
not have anything to do with you.”

How often the convicted one hears the whisper from the
devil, and does not know that it is from him, but thinks that it
is only a proper sense of his own unworthiness. He is sure
that he ought to get himself better before he presents himself
to the Lord, and as he cannot find any way to do it, it often
happens that he is kept away altogether.

Now let us learn a lesson from the blind man and the sinful
woman. The more they were discouraged from coming to the
Lord, the more they persisted in coming to Him. And in this
they both found their salvation.

The Pharisee thought that a sinner ought not to come near
Jesus.  But  it  was in coming nearer  to the Saviour  that  the
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woman found pardon. So when the devil thinks to frighten us
away from the Lord, by quoting the Scripture, and telling us
that evil cannot dwell with the Lord, we will rejoice thereat,
and come the more readily; for if evil cannot dwell with the
Lord, and we come to Him, then the evil will be driven away,
and that is just what we want.

So then let every sin-sick soul come to the Lord, knowing
that He is calling for him, and that He has said,

John 6
37 Him that comes to me, I will in no wise cast out.
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5. 5. Sight for the BlindSight for the Blind
Present Truth, October 20, 1892

E  HAVE  learned  that  the  miracles  of  Jesus  are
recorded that we may believe that He is the Christ, the

Son of God, and that, believing, we may have life through His
name.

W
Among the many that He did, a very common one was that

of giving sight to the blind. One of the most striking instances
is that recorded in Luke 18:35-43. which we quote, that all the
details may be fresh in the mind of every reader:

Luke 18
35 And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jeri-
cho, a certain blind man sat by the way side begging;
36 And hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it 
meant.
37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passes by.
38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, You Son of David, have mercy 
on me.
39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should 
hold his peace; but he cried so much the more, You Son of 
David, have mercy on me.
40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto 
Him; and when he was come near, He asked him,
41 Saying, What will you that I shall do unto you? And he 
said, Lord, that I may receive my sight.
42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive your sight; your faith has
saved you.
43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, 
glorifying God; and all the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise unto God.

Theis is a marvelous illustration of the power of faith. It was
utteerly impossible that the man should do anything for him-
self. But he most earnestly desired to see. Jesus had the power
to make him see, and he believed in Him. Theis was all. Jesus
said unto him, “Your faith has made you whole.” Theere was an
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actual work done, and faith did it.

The man was not only blind, but he was poor. He was a beg-
gar.  His  poverty  would naturally  result  from his  blindness.
The restoration of his sight would be to supply all his wants,
for with sight he could earn a living without any difficulty.

Another point to be noted is that the people tried to keep
him away from Jesus. They were very careful of the Saviour.
They did not want Him to be troubled. Doubtless they did as
too many do now, namely, judged Jesus by themselves. They
thought that  He would not  care  to be bothered by a poor,
blind beggar.

They did not know that He who made the worlds, and who
upholds them by the word of His power, attends also to the
smallest details, and is not bothered. Not only is He able to
attend to the smallest details, but His delight is to help the
poor and needy. Jesus came to this earth for the sole purpose
of doing good, and in that He was showing forth the character
of the Father.

Note also that the blind man made no delay when word was
brought to him that Jesus had called him. Mark says:

Mark 10
50 And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

Instead of looking for a betteer suit of clothes in which to ap-
pear before the Saviour, he left  even the garment that he had.
It was doubtless ragged and worthless, anyway. Jesus was go-
ing to give him his sight, and that meant the gift  of every-
thing.

There could not be any better assurance than this miracle,
of the willingness and the power of Jesus to do that which He
promises in the 3rd chapter of Revelation. He first describes the
people as saying,
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Revelation 3
17 I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of the 
thing;

and not knowing that they are
17 …wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind and naked.

Theis was exactly the condition of Bartimaeus, except that he
was conscious of his condition. Christ calls to people to real-
ize their condition, and when they do they are in the place
that the poor blind man was who called for mercy. To such
ones, Jesus says:

Revelation 3
18 I counsel you to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you 
may be rich; and white raiment that you may be clothed, 
and that the shame of your nakedness do not appear; and 
anoint your eyes with eyesalve that you may see.

With what are we to buy these things? Evidently not with
anything that we have, for we are poor. Theese things are to be
sold to us “without money and without price” (Isaiah 55:1); we
are:

1 Peter 1
18 …not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and 
gold,…
19 But with the precious blood of Christ.

Christ came into the world to give sight to the blind. In His
finrst recorded discourse He said:

Luke 4
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed
me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal 
the broken-hearted; to preach deliverance to the captive, and
recovering of sight to the blind.

Thee blindness from which Jesus came to set us free is the
blindness of sin. Thee apostle Peter enumerates the Christian
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graces as faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, god-
liness,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity.  Theese  make  up  the
complete Christian.

2 Peter 1
9 But he that lacks these things is blind, and cannot see afar 
off, and has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

It  was from the lack of these things, therefore, that Jesus
came to deliver us. Theat is, as He came to give sight to the
blind, and those who lack these things are blind, He came to
give them to us.

Take notice, also, that sight comes with the forgiveness of
sins:

2 Peter 1
9 He that lacks these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, 
and has forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

Theis speaks of one who has known the forgiveness of sins,
but who has departed from the faith. Such a one is blind, and
so is the one who has never known forgiveness of sins. But
with the forgiveness of sins, all these things come, and also
sight.

How are these graces to be obtained? Solely by the life of
Christ. It is separation from His life that constitutes blindness.
Thus we read of the Gentiles:

Ephesians 4
18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from 
the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, be-
cause of the blindness of their heart.

Theis the more evident when we remember that Christ’s life
is the light of men.

John 1
4 In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.

It is through the reception of the life of Christ that we get
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forgiveness of sins:

Colossians 1
14 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the for-
giveness of sins.

Thee blood is the life, and therefore it is that the blood makes
atonement for the soul. Leviticus 17:11. When Christ shed His
blood He gave His life. But He gives His life to us if we accept
Him, for we are crucifined with Him, and raised up together
with Him, that we may live in Him and He in us. His life takes
the place of the old life of sin, and thus we are purged from
our old sins. Theus also we receive all the Christian graces, for
they are all in His life.

We have thus briefly traced the natural condition of men as
blind, and seen what sight is, and where it is to be found, in
order that we may realize the importance of the lesson taught
us in the healing of the blind Bartimaeus.

Remember that these miracles are recorded in order that we
may know that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that,
believing, we may have life through His name. So Jesus gave
Bartimaeus sight, not alone for His sake, but for all our sakes
also.

Romans 15
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime [whether in 
the Old Testament or in the New,] were written for our learn-
ing, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures 
might have hope.

Jesus gave Bartimaeus the sight of his natural eyes, in order
that we might know how we may get spiritual sight, namely
virtue,  patience,  temperance,  godliness,  charity,  etc.  What
gave Bartimaeus his sight? Jesus said unto him,

Mark 10
52 Your faith has made you whole.
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In the same way are  we to obtain all  the  excellencies of
Christ. Not by a mere sentiment, nor by feeling, but by living
faith. What that is, we shall see in another chapter.

The one lesson that we wish to learn in this, is that in just
the same way that the blind man got his sight, we may have
the cleansing from all sin.
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6. 6. Christ the LiberatorChrist the Liberator
Present Truth, November 17, 1892

Luke 13
10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sab-
bath.
11 And behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infir-
mity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in 
no wise lift up herself.
12 And when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him, and said 
unto her, Woman, you are loosed from the your infirmity.
13 And He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God.

N THE verses  following we find the statement  made by
Christ, that the woman had been bound all those years by

Satan. Christ loosing her, was therefore a direct evidence of
His power over Satan.

I
In this miracle we have an illustration of the loosing of men

from the bondage of sin. Sin binds its victims:

Proverbs 5
22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he 
shall be held with the cords of his sins.

John 8
34 Everyone that commits sin is the bondservant of sin.

1 John 3
4 Sin is the transgression of the law.

Theerefore the bondage is that of a law-breaker.

Romans 8
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

So the poor woman with the spirit of infinrmity accurately il-
lustrates the condition of the sinner. She was bound down; so
is the sinner. She was bowed together so that she could not
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lift  herself up. She was obliged to go looking down toward the
earth. So the psalmist, describing his sinful condition, says,

Psalm 40
12 My iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not 
able to look up.

Thee woman would fain have walked upright, but she could
in no wise lift  up herself. So the sinner would oft en gladly do
that which is right, but he is not able.

Galatians 5
17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against 
the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so that
you cannot do the things that you would.

Nevertheless the sinner’s case is not hopeless.

Hebrews 4
15 For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

Theis being the case,
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Christ said that this scripture applies to Him,

Luke 4
18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed
me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He has sent me to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised.

To the woman that was bound Christ said,

Luke 13
12 You are loosed from your infirmity.

So it is with His word that He looses men from the bondage
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of sin.

John 8
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which had believed Him, If 
you abide in my word, then are you truly my disciples;
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free.

Thee Jews boasted that they were not in bondage, but Jesus
showed that they were, by saying,

34 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Every one that commits sin is 
the bondservant of sin.
35 And the bondservant abides not in the house for ever; the 
Son abides for ever.
36 If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free 
indeed.

Thee bondage, therefore, is the bondage of sin, and the free-
dom which Christ gives is the freedom from sin. Christ said
that it was by the Spirit that He gave liberty. So we read that:

2 Corinthians 3
17 Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Thee Spirit gives liberty, because it is righteousness; it is the
source of the law, for:

Romans 7
14 The law is spiritual.

Thee fruit of the Spirit is obedience to the law. For:

Galatians 5
22 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen-
tleness, goodness, faith,
23 Meekness, temperance; against such there is no law.

Theose who have this Spirit, and are led by it, are free, be-
cause they keep the law; for the psalmist said,

Psalm 119
45 I will walk at liberty; for I seek Your precepts.
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As Christ healed the poor, infinrm woman by His word, so
He sets sinners free by His word. His word is law; He speaks
the words of the Father; and the commandment of God is life
everlasting, because it is His own life.

John 12
50 And I know that His commandment is life everlasting: 
whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak.

Thee words that Christ speaks are Spirit and life:

John 6
63 It is the spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.

And since it is the Spirit that makes free, it is evident that
the reception of the words of Christ will make the sinner free.
As the bondage is the bondage of sin, and the words of Christ
are the words of righteousness, the receiving of those words is
in itself the freedom from bondage.

Simple faith in the word of Christ is sufficient to give the
sinner his liberty; but to every one who has thus been made
free, the words of inspiration come,

Galatians 5
1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has 
made us free.
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7. 7. Christ the Bread of LifeChrist the Bread of Life
Present Truth, December 1, 1892

ESUS had gone over the Sea of Galilee with His disciples,
and a great company of people had followed Him, because

they had seen His power in the healing of disease.

J
After He had finished His instruction for the day, He looked

at the great multitude of people who had assembled, and said
to Philip,

John 6
5 Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat?
6 And this he said to prove him: for He himself knew what 
He would do.

 Aft er the disciples had shown that they did not know what
to do, Jesus had the people sit down on the grass. Theere was a
lad  present  who had  with  him finve  barley  loaves  and  two
finshes, an amount of food so utteerly inadequate to the needs of
the people, that we are not surprised at Andrew’s remark,

9 What are they among so many?

If  all  had  been  equally  divided  among  the  finve  thousand
men present,  there would have been scarcely as much as a
crumb apiece. But read what followed:

11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when He had given thanks, 
He distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that
were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they 
would.
12 When they were filled, He said unto His disciples, Gather 
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve 
baskets with the fragments of five barley loaves which re-
mained over and above unto them that had eaten.

What a wonderful miracle this was! It is certain that the finve
loaves with which they began would not nearly have finlled
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twelve baskets; therefore we finnd that there was a good deal
more left  aft er feeding the finve thousand than there was when
they began. So that in reality the original amount of bread
was not drawn upon at all. Theere was an act of creation per-
formed by Christ, who is the Creator of all things.

Colossians 1
16 In Him were all things created.

Creative power resides in Christ. As He took the bread in
His hands, it multiplied. Theerefore the bread which the people
ate that day, came from Christ.

All the miracles of Christ were done that we might believe
that He is indeed the Christ, the Son of God, and that, believ-
ing, we might have life through His name. And no miracle
that was ever performed shows more clearly than this how we
may feed upon Him, and receive life thereby. We shall see that
this was the lesson that Jesus intended to have us learn from
it.

The next day the people followed Jesus to Capernaum, and
there He exhorted them,

John 6
27 Labor not for the meat that perishes, but for that meat 
which endures unto everlasting life, which the Son of man 
shall give unto you; for Him has God the Father sealed.

Theey rightly understood that this meat that would endure
for ever consisted of acts of righteousness, and so they asked
Him what they should do that they might work the works of
God.

29 Jesus answered, and said unto them, This is the work of 
God, that you believe on Him whom He has sent.

Believing on Christ means appropriating Him. Theerefore as
the meat that endures unto everlasting life is righteousness,
and that is obtained by believing or appropriating Christ, Je-
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sus virtually said to them that He Himself was that food.

With  strange  forgetfulness  of  the  miracle  that  Jesus  had
wrought the day before, the people said:

30 What sign show You then, that we may see, and believe 
Thee? what dost You work?
31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He
gave them bread from heaven to eat.

Jesus then proceeded to show them that the bread which
their  fathers  ate  in the desert  was bread that  God Himself
gave to them, and that He Himself was the bread. See verses
32-35. So that the miracle by which they had been fed the day
before,  was  but  a  repetition  of  the  miracle  of  giving  the
manna.

33 For the bread of God is He which comes down from 
heaven and gives life unto the world.

And then to leave no possible doubt as to what He meant,
Jesus added,

35 I am the bread of life; he that comes to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believes on me shall never thirst.

Again,
47 He that believes on me has everlasting life.
48 I am that bread of life.
49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are 
dead.
50 This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that a 
man may eat thereof, and not die.
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever; and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh, which I give for the life of 
the world.

Here was a plain statement that just  as their  fathers had
eaten manna in the desert, and they had eaten bread in the
desert the day before, by which physical life had been pre-
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served, so they were to eat of Christ the living bread, which
would give them spiritual life for ever. But this was too much
for them to believe.

52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How 
can this man give us His flesh?

Thee same question is asked at this day. How is it possible
that we can get righteousness and life, even the righteousness
of God, and eternal life, just by believing on Christ? Jesus said
that it is by eating Him. But that only makes it seem more ab-
surd to unbelief.

If the Jews had not been so blinded by unbelief, they would
have thought how they had eaten bread from Christ the day
before, and that would have answered their questions. And to-
day He who doubts that one may eat of Jesus, and thereby get
His life of everlasting righteousness, shows that he does not
believe the record of the feeding of the five thousand.

Jesus did not in any degree modify what He had said, to ac-
commodate their unbelief.

53 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except you eat the flesh of the
Son of man, and drink His blood, you have no life in you.
54 Whoso eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, has eternal life;
and I will raise him up at the last day.
55 For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.
56 He that eats my flesh, and drinks my blood, dwells in me, 
and I in him.
57 As the living Father has sent me, and I live by the Father; 
so he that eats me, even he shall live by me.
58 This is the bread which came down from heaven; not as 
your fathers did eat manna, and are dead; he that eats of 
this bread shall live for ever.

Thee Jews ate the manna in the wilderness, and if they had
seen things by faith, they would at the same time have eaten
Christ,  who was signifined by that manna. Theus they would
have received eternal life. But because they had not faith, they
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were dead.

Now the Bread of life was there in person before them. He
had come down from heaven to give Himself for the life of the
world. Whosoever will eat of Him shall have eternal life. But
although  men might  eat  of  the  manna,  and  of  the  natural
bread that God gives them, without having any faith, no man
can eat of the Bread of life without faith; for it is by faith that
Christ is eaten.

In this there is a lesson for all who come to the table of the
Lord. The apostle Paul says:

1 Corinthians 10
16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the commu-
nion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ?

Man may eat of the bread of the Lord’s Supper without any
faith, but in that case they do not eat of Christ. He can be re-
ceived only by faith. And He may be eaten at any time, and all
the time, for the eating of the bread of the communion is only
to symbolize the continual eating of Christ.

But Jesus did not leave this matter in doubt. He Himself ex-
plained the figure which He used. He said:

John 6
63 It is the Spirit that quickens; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I speak unto you they are Spirit, and they are life.

“The flesh profits nothing.” Suppose that it were possible for
the priest to change the bread of the mass into the actual body
of Christ, as it is claimed that he does; that would not amount
to anything. Suppose that all  men should eat of that bread;
nay, more, suppose that Christ’s physical body, as He was on
the earth, had been divided up, and a piece given to every
man, and that all  had eaten it;  that would have been to no
profit.

It is not physical meat that endures to everlasting life. That
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life is spiritual, and only spiritual food can supply it. So it is
not worth while to dispute as to whether or not the priest can
transform the wafer into the body of Christ, since if he could,
he would be doing nothing towards supplying the needs of
man.

Christ is the Word. The Scriptures are from Him, and they
are  life.  Their  life  is  the  life  of  God in  Christ.  Whosoever,
therefore,  eats them eats Christ.  We eat them, by believing
them, and allowing them to work their own righteousness in
our life.

Jeremiah 15
16 Your words were found, and I did eat them; and Your word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart; for I am 
called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts.

Now the question will rise,

“How is it possible that we can by believing the words of 
Christ, receive righteousness and life?”

That is the very question that the Jews asked. No man can
tell. We can only know the fact. We cannot so much as tell
how the bread that we eat at our tables can become a part of
our life. We know that it does so, and that satisfies us. No man
was ever yet so foolish as to refuse to eat his breakfast be-
cause he could not tell how it was going to give him renewed
life.

He has proved that it does, and that is enough. That daily
food comes direct from Christ. It is He that gives us all things
to enjoy. And as men eat the bread that comes from Him, and
are refreshed, so He wants them to eat of His own body, by
means of His word, the bread of everlasting life, that so their
souls may be refreshed. This is the word that comes to us all:

Psalm 34
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man 
that trusts in Him.
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8. 8. He Calls YouHe Calls You
Present Truth, November 2, 1893

Y THE wayside, near Jericho, as Jesus passed along, sat
blind Bartimaeus, begging.B

Mark 10
47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to cry out, and say, Jesus, You son of David, have mercy on 
me.
48 And many charged him that he should hold his peace; but 
he cried the more a great deal, You son of David, have mercy 
on me.
49 And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. 
And they called the blind man, saying unto him, Be of good 
comfort, rise; He calls you.

Thee result is well known. As soon as Bartimaeus said,
51 Lord, that I might receive my sight,

Jesus replied,
52 Your faith has made you whole. And immediately he re-
ceived his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

All men are blinded by nature, for “all have sinned,” and sin
is blindness.

Titus 3
11 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

With a word Jesus gave to blind Bartimaeus his sight. Theat
was writteen for our sakes, that we might know His power to
open our sin-blinded eyes. Said He,

John 8
12 I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
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His word is light and life, and the same word that gave sight
to Bartimaeus, can remove the blindness of sin.

1 John 2
1 If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous.

In another article we have seen that Jesus as our Advocate,
is our Comforter. It would have been betteer if the translators
had put “Comforter” in the text, instead of “Advocate,” since
the latteer word is associated in so many minds with the idea
of a lawyer before a judge; but if we take the word “advocate”
according to its derivation, we shall finnd the same comfort.

If we consult a dictionary we shall find that the word “advo-
cate” is made up from two Latin words, meaning to call to.
Thus an advocate is one who calls to another. In law it has
come to mean one who speaks for another; but we will adhere
to its original use.

Now let us read the first with this definition of “advocate.” If
any man sin we have with the Father One who calls to us.
God does not turn away from us, but calls to us in Christ, who
is in the bosom of the Father. So we read,

1 Corinthians 1
9 God is faithful, by whom you were called unto the fellow-
ship of His Son Jesus Christ.

Galatians 1 [RV]
6 I marvel that you are so soon removed from Him that called
you in the grace of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5
19 God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.

Jesus said,

John 14
24 The word which you hear is not mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me.
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Theerefore it is God who calls to us,

Matthew 11
28 Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest.

If any man sin, we have One with the Father who calls to
us. And what does He say?

Psalm 85
8 I will hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will speak 
peace unto His people.

He says,

Isaiah 57
19 Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to Him that is near.

Also He speaks righteousness.

Isaiah 45
19 I the Lord speak righteousness.

God has set Christ forth…

Romans 3
25 …to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare 
His righteousness for the remission of sins that are passed.

When  Christ  speaks  righteousness  to  a  sinful  soul,  then
there is righteousness there, just the same as there was light
when He said,

Genesis 1
3 Let there be light.

And so again we finnd that Christ  as Advocate is a Com-
forter. Thee voice that calls out to us, “Peace,” comes from God
Himself, for our Advocate is “with the Father.”

John 1
1 The Word was with God, and the Word was God.
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Thee righteousness which it speaks is the righteousness of
God. And He is calling to all; all may have the comfort, if they
will hear His voice.

Isaiah 55
3 Incline your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your soul 
shall live.

What greater comfort could there be than to know that a
voice from God is calling to us to come to Him? Whosoever
reads this,

Acts 13
26 To you is the word of this salvation sent.

Are you weary with grouping in the darkness of sin?

Mark 10
49 Be of good comfort, rise; He calls you.
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9. 9. Better than MiraclesBetter than Miracles
Present Truth, November 23, 1893

Jesus said to His disciples:

John 14
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.

T IS  NOT to  be  wondered  at  that  the  question  is  often
asked, What are these greater works? Why do we not see

them performed by the followers of Christ?
I

It is not possible for man to tell what the greater works are,
for nobody can conceive of any greater works than Jesus did:

Matthew 11
5 The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and 
the poor have the Gospel preached to them.

Thee statement that is sometimes made, that the promise of
Jesus is fulfinlled in the great numbers that have accepted the
Gospel through the preaching of His followers, does not meet
the case. While conversions are included in the promise, mira-
cles of healing, and even of raising the dead, cannot be ex-
cluded; for they were all among the works which Christ did.

That promise has not yet been fulfilled, except for a brief
period in the days of the apostles. But a fulfillment of it at one
time does not exhaust it, because it is unlimited.

John 14
12 He that believes on me, the works that I do shall he do 
also; and greater works than these shall he do.

Perhaps we shall finnd the complete answer to the question
why miracles are not now wrought, by considering a case of
failure, in contrast with the spirit which Jesus manifested in
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performing His mighty works. When Philip was preaching in
Samaria, he performed some wonderful miracles, and among
those who believed in consequence was one Simon, who had
bewitched the people with his sorcery,

Acts 8
9 …giving out that himself was some great one.
13 [He] continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the 
miracles and signs which were done.

Finally Peter and John came, and laid their hands on the
people, who received the Holy Ghost. Theis caused Simon to
wonder the more, and he offaered the apostles money, saying,

19 Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, 
he may receive the Holy Ghost.
20 But Peter said unto him, Your money perish with you, be-
cause you have thought that the gift of God may be pur-
chased with money.
21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter; for your heart 
is not right in the sight of God.

What was the trouble with Simon? It was self. Thee fact that
he was willing to give money, in order to get power to bestow
the Holy Spirit, shows that he wanted to make money out of
it. Pecuniary gain, and self-glorifincation were the motives that
prompted his desire for the Holy Spirit’s power. He doubtless
was not fully conscious of all this, but persuaded himself that
his object was to do good;

Jeremiah 17
9 For the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked, who can know it.

And Simon’s heart was not right with God.

We see from this that the power of the Holy Spirit cannot
be  used  for  selfish  ends,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  given
where there is a possibility that the one to whom it is given
will become exalted because of it, and take honor to himself.

46 The Miracles of Jesus



It is the Spirit and power of God, and if men take any of the
glory  of  the  power  to  themselves,  they  would  be  putting
themselves in the place of God; and then people would be led
astray,  because they  would  follow a  sinful  man,  instead  of
God.

Now note a peculiarity of Jesus.

Matthew 12
16 And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed and 
them all, and charged them that they should not make Him 
known.

So when He raised the ruler’s daughter from the dead,

Mark 5
43 He charged them straitly that no man should know it.

Also when He healed the man full of leprosy,

Luke 4
14 He charged him to tell no man.

And so we finnd that He did on other occasions. In no case
do we finnd Him telling anybody to advertise Him through His
miracles, except in the case of the demoniac of Gadara, and
then He was about to leave the country because the people
would not allow Him to stay.

How many religious teachers are there in these days, who
would pursue a similar course under the same circumstances?
In  these  days any event  of  importance is  heralded far  and
wide. Sometimes minor matters are magnified into vast pro-
portions, so as to have a good report. If by any means a mira-
cle healing should be performed, the probability is that the pa-
pers would fairly groan with accounts of it.

Of course in all this there would not be any conscious ego-
tism, or desire to make self prominent. No doubt it would be
expressly stated that the glory was all due to the Lord. The ob-
ject  would be  to  win converts  to  the faith.  Nevertheless  it
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would not be the way Jesus did; and as long as there is a spirit
in man, different from the Spirit of Christ, they will not be
able to do the things that He did.

We may say that times have changed, but the fact remains
that the truth of God has not changed, and the conditions un-
der which the Spirit and power of God are given, have not
changed.

Let it be remembered that Jesus never performed any mira-
cles merely for show. Every one was for the purpose of reliev-
ing pressing need. He did them because with His sympathiz-
ing nature, and the power that He had, they were the most
natural things in the world for Him to do. In doing them His
whole thought was for others, and not for Himself. Said He,

John 8
50 I seek, not my own glory.

Neither were Christ’s miracles wrought for the purpose of
winning converts, because there had to be belief before mira-
cles could be performed. We read of His own country, that:

Matthew 13
58 He did not many mighty works there because of their un-
belief.

His words and His very presence were what won His disci-
ples. Remember that His most intimate disciples, those who
followed Him the most  steadfastly,  and who continued His
disciples aft er His ascension,—followed Him before they saw
any miracles.

When many professed believers on Him left Him the very
next day after one of His most wonderful miracles, and He
said to the twelve:

John 6
67 Will you also go away?

Peter answered for the twelve, making no reference to His
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miracles, by saying,
68 Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 
life.
69 And we believe and are sure that You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.

It was His words that held them to Him. It was His words
that charmed the soldiers who were sent to take Him.

John 7
46 Never man spoke like this Man.

Theis is why Jesus did not want to have His miracles adver-
tised. He did not want people to follow Him from selfinsh mo-
tives, nor out of mere curiosity. Of course they could not be
concealed, yet they were wrought because of pure love for the
needy,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  converts.  He
wished, as He does still, people who follow Him because they
love Him.

In this we see that there is something far better than the
power to work miracles. It is the meek and quiet spirit of Je-
sus. The ability to work miracles is inferior in importance to
the  power  to  bring  to  people  the  words  of  God.  See  1
Corinthians 12:28.

Jesus had “emptied Himself” (Philippians 2:7, RV), and God
worked through Him, so that when miracles were performed,
the  people  “glorified  God.”1 So  God  can  work  now  only
through those  who are  wholly  emptied  of  self,  having the
mind of Christ in them. Now, as in the days of Simon the sor-
cerer, those who desire the power to work miracles, will be
the very ones who will not receive it.

We see in Samson a specimen of the spirit that will be mani-
fested in those for whom the Lord works mightily.

1 Matthew 9:8; Mark 2:12; Luke 5:26, 7:16, 13:13, 17:15, 23:47.

Article 9 - Better than Miracles 49



Judges 14
6 A young lion roared against him. And the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon him, and he rent him as he would have 
rent a kid, and he had nothing in his hand; but he told not 
his father or his mother what he had done.

So we have in the 25th of  Matthhew the diffaerence between
the false and the true followers of Jesus. Thee one tell of the
wonderful things that they have done, while the true follow-
ers are unconscious of the fact that they have done anything
of value. And so we may conclude that when the disciples of
Jesus do the “greater works” of which He spoke, they will not
be conscious of the fact that they are doing anything extraor-
dinary.

Therefore instead of wondering why miracles are not done,
and faintly longing for the power to do them, the right thing
to do is to hunger and thirst after righteousness; to seek to
know the will of God, and to study His word until its Spirit
permeates the soul.

To have the power to speak a word in due season to him
that is weary, just as Jesus did, is the thing most to be desired.
And that can be done only by those who speak the words of
God as He did.

Then when:

• self is wholly gone;
• the individual is completely surrendered to the Lord;
• he is living by every word that proceeds out of the 

mouth of the Lord;
• he is seeking not his own, but only the glory of God;
• he is willing that God shall do whatsoever He wishes 

with him, no matter how humble the task;

—then will the lowliest services of love be transformed by
the power of God into the most wonderful works, and men
will praise the Lord for His goodness.
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10. 10. Willing and AbleWilling and Able
Present Truth, March 22, 1894

HE teachings of the epistles of the New Testament are all
illustrated by the life of Christ. For instance, we read:T

Galatians 1
4 [Christ] gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and
our Father.

Thee will of the Father was manifest in the Son, and that will
is  that we might be delivered from this present evil  world.
Theis is practically illustrated by the miracle of cleansing the
leper,  which  is  recorded  in  Luke 5:12-15.  Thee leper  said  to
Christ,

Luke 5
12 Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.

Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying,
13 I will; be clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from
him.

Here we see the effaect of the will of God in Christ Jesus,
upon one who submitteed to it.

1 Thessalonians 4
3 This is the will of God, even your sanctification.

How easily that will is accomplished is seen in the case with
which the leper was cleansed. From that we are to learn how
to be cleansed from the leprosy of sin. Knowing that it is the
will of God that we should be cleansed from sin, and that he
has given Christ power over all floesh (John 17:2), we may ap-
proach Him with confindence. Thee apostle says:

1 John 5
14 And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to His will, He hears us;
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15 And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.

So we may come to the Lord, not as the leper did, saying,

Luke 5
12 Lord, if you will, you can make me clean,

but saying,

“Lord, I am unclean; you can cleanse me, and it is your will 
to do so; therefore I know that you do hear and answer, and I 
have cleansing from you.

For the promise is,

1 John 1
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

52 The Miracles of Jesus



11. 11. The Healing TouchThe Healing Touch
Present Truth, March 29, 1894

NE of the most striking of the miracles of Jesus is told in
the following few words:O

Luke 5
12 And it came to pass when He was in a certain city, behold 
a man full of leprosy; who seen Jesus, fell on his face, and be-
sought Him, saying, Lord, if You will, You can make me 
clean.
13 And He put forth His hand, and touched him, saying, I will;
be clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him.

Leprosy was one of the most loathsome diseases known to
the ancients, and the one the most dreaded. Thee leper was an
outcast, compelled to keep away from even his own family.
Thee disease was a slow, progressive death, the victim’s mem-
bers dropping offa one aft er another until death ended his mis-
ery.

No other disease more aptly illustrates the defilement of sin;
and this man, who was full of leprosy, very closely resembled
the description given of the people, by the prophet Isaiah:

Isaiah 1
5 The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying 
sores; they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither 
mollified with ointment.

So as we study the miracle of the cleansing of the leper, we
may know that we are to learn how we can obey the direc-
tion,

Isaiah 1
16 Wash you, make you clean.

In the finrst place, the leper had confindence in the power of
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the Lord to heal him. He said,

Luke 5
12 You can make me clean.

Theat  is  a  great  point.  Very  few  really  believe  that  Jesus
Christ can cleanse them from sin. Theey will admit that He can
save from sin in general,—that He can save others,—but they
are not convinced that He can save them. Let such learn a les-
son  from  the  power  of  the  Lord.  Hear  what  the  prophet
Jeremiah said by inspiration of the Holy Spirit:

Jeremiah 32
17 Ah Lord God! behold You have made the heavens and the 
earth by Your great power and stretched out arm, and there 
is nothing too hard for You.

He who brought the heavens and the earth into existence
by the power of His word, can do all things.

Psalm 115
3 Our God is in the heavens; He has done whatsoever He has 
pleased.

2 Peter 1
3 His Divine power has given unto us all things that pertain 
unto life and godliness.

Hebrews 7
25 He is able also to save unto the uttermost them that come 
unto God by Him.

Christ has been given:

John 17
2 …power over all flesh.

So much for His power. Of that the leper was assured; but
he was not sure that the Lord was willing to cleanse him. He
said,
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Luke 5
12 Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.

We need not have so much hesitancy as that. We know that
He can, and He has given us ample assurance of His willing-
ness. Theus we read that:

Galatians 1
4 [Christ] gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the will of God and
our Father.

It is the will of God that we should be sanctifined:

1 Thessalonians 4
3 For this is the will of God, even your sanctification.

Christ comprises everything.

1 Corinthians 1
24 [He is] the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

All  things in heaven and in earth are  in Him.  Colossians
1:16-17. Theerefore the Apostle Paul says:

Romans 8
32 He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for 
us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all 
things?

Thee willingness of God to cleanse us from sin, is shown in
the gift  of His only begotteen Son for that purpose.

1 John 5 [RV]
13 These things have I written unto you, that you may know 
that you have eternal life, even unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God.
14 And this is the boldness which we have toward Him, that, 
if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us;
15 And if we know that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions which we have asked of 
Him.
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So we may…

Hebrews 4
16 …come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may ob-
tain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need,

knowing that:

1 John 1
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

But the most striking feature of this miracle is the fact that
Jesus touched the leper. Theere was not another person in all
the land, who would have come within a yard of him. But Je-
sus…

13 …put forth His hand, and touched him.

With that touch the hateful  disease vanished.  It  is  worth
noting that in very many cases Jesus touched those whom He
healed. When Peter’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever,

Matthew 8
15 [Jesus] touched her hand, and the fever left her

Theat same evening,

Luke 4
40 All they that had any sick with divers diseases brought 
them unto Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them,
and healed them.

In His own country the people were so unbelieving that:

Mark 6
5 He could there do no mighty work, save that He laid His 
hands on a few sick folk, and healed them.

In Matthhew we are assured that this healing of the sick was:

Matthew 8 [RV]
17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the 
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prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bore our 
diseases.

We know that healing went from Him to the suffaering ones
who thronged round Him to touch Him (Luke 6:19); and this
Scripture  assures  us  that  He received into  His  own person
their diseases, in exchange for His healing power.

Now we have the blessed assurance that although He is…

Hebrews 4
14 …passed into the heavens,

He has not lost His sympathy with us, but is still…
15 …touched with the feeling of our infirmities.

He comes close to us in pity, because:

Psalm 103
14 He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.

In all our sin and degradation, we may have the inspiring
thought that Jesus does not despise us, and is not ashamed to
come into the closest companionship with us, in order that He
may help us.

The prophet, speaking of God’s dealing with ancient Israel,
said,

Isaiah 63
9 In all their afflictions He was afflicted.

Even  so  it  is  now.  As  an  eagle  bears  her  young  on  her
wings, so the Lord puts Himself under His people, bearing all
our sin and sorrow. He takes it upon Himself, and in Him it is
lost, by the same process by which at the last:

Isaiah 25
8 He will swallow up death in victory.

Christ took upon Himself the curse, in order that the bless-
ing  might  come  upon  us.  Galatians 3:13-14.  Although  He
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knew no sin, He was made to be sin for us,

2 Corinthians 5
21 …that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

He suffaered the death to which we were doomed, that we
might  share  His  life.  And this  exchange  is  made  when we
come into touch with Him, by confessing that:

1 John 4
2 Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.

How much we lose by holding Jesus offa as a stranger, or by
regarding faith in Him as a theory. When we know that He
identifines Himself with us in our fallen condition, taking upon
Himself, and from us, our infinrmities, how precious becomes
the assurance,

Matthew 28
20 Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

The healing of the seamless dress
Is by our beds of pain;

We touch Him in life’s throng and press,
And we are whole again.
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12. 12. The Vine and Its FruitThe Vine and Its Fruit
Present Truth, April 26, 1894

HORTLY after Jesus began His public ministry, there was
a wedding in Cana of Galilee, to which He and His disci-

ples were invited. In the course of the wedding feast the wine
failed, and the mother of Jesus notified Him of the fact, and
then said to the servants,

S

John 2
5 Whatsoever He says unto you, do it.

Thee result is thus told:
6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the 
manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three 
firkins apiece.
7 Jesus said unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And 
they filled them up to the brim.
8 And He said unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the 
governor of the feast. And they bare it.
9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was 
made wine, and knew not whence it was (but the servants 
which drew the water knew); the governor of the feast called
the bridegroom,
10 And said unto Him, Every man at the beginning sets forth 
good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which 
is worse; but you have kept the good wine until now.
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth His glory; and His disciples believed on
Him.

Christ the True Vine
The Saviour and said,

John 15
1 I am the true Vine, and my Father is the Husbandman.
2 Every branch in me that bears not fruit He takes away and 
every branch that bears fruit, He purges it, that it may bring 
forth more fruit.
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3 Now you are clean through the word which I have spoken 
unto you.
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit 
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can you, except 
you abide in me.
5 I am the Vine, you are the branches; He that abides in me, 
and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit; for without 
me you can do nothing.

Thee miracle of turning water into wine is an object lesson
reality of this statement that He is the true Vine, and that we
can  bear  fruit  through  being  connected  with  Him,  as
branches.

All life springs from God through Christ. He is the Creator
of all things, and in Him all things are supported.  Colossians
1:16-17. It was by virtue of this power that He turned the wa-
ter into wine. In that miracle He simply hastened the process. 

Let us trace it. In the instance before us, Christ transformed
the water instantly into wine. In the ordinary case, the mois-
ture is absorbed by the rootlets, and is drawn up through the
stock,  and  dispersed  to  the  various  branches,  where  it  is
stored up in the little sacs which we call grapes. The sunshine
has a large part to act in the process of transformation.

No one can know how the change is effected; we only know
that  water,  with  the element  which  it  holds  in solution,  is
changed in the course of a few months into delicious fruit.

Men call this the working of nature and because the thing is
so  common they forget  that  it  is  a  miracle.  In  the  miracle
which Jesus wrought at the wedding in Cana, He showed that
in the ordinary process the water is not changed into wine
through  any  inherent  power  in  the  vine,  but  by  His  own
power, which works in every living thing.

This shows that it is not as a mere figure of speech that He
calls Himself the Vine, but that it is an actual fact. Because He
is the true Vine, He could in a minute change the water into
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wine. He did in a minute what He ordinarily does in several
months through the grape vine.

Now by the same power by which Christ changed the water
into wine, and by which He makes all the fruit of earth grow,
He is able to make the fruits of righteousness come to perfec-
tion in human beings. We cannot know how it is done in any
case; we can only know the facts.

The Scriptures make use of the mysteries taking place all
around us in “nature,” to teach us to grasp the mystery of the
Gospel  of  grace.  Just  as  the  branch  bears  rich  clusters  of
grapes, through its connection with the vine, all by the power
of Christ the true Vine, so we, being directly connected with
Him by faith, may bear the peaceable fruits of righteousness.

Righteousness and Temperance
In the case of the water turned to wine we have the most

striking lesson not only in righteousness but also in temper-
ance. The two are combined. The question is often asked,

“What kind of wine was it that Jesus made at Cana?”

Many assume that it was as a matter of course fermented,
intoxicating wine, and urge that miracle as an evidence that
Christ sanctioned the use of intoxicating liquor. If we study
the miracle as we ought, we shall have no difficulty over this
matter.

Whoever does not allow his appetite to becloud his judg-
ment, will readily see that the miracle which Jesus wrought
was the exact counterpart of the miracle which is wrought in
the storing up of the sap in the grape clusters. He made just
such wine as you would get if you should press the juice of
the clusters of grapes into a vessel and drink it. This process is
described in the dream of Pharaoh’s butler:

Genesis 40
9 A vine was before me;
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10 And in the vine were three branches; and it was as though 
it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters 
thereof brought forth ripe grapes;
11 And Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes, 
and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup 
into Pharaoh’s hand.

But there is another point, which gives us a most practical
lesson in both righteousness and temperance. Thee wine which
Jesus made on that occasion, like the clusters of grapes on the
vine, was the direct product of His own life. It is not too much
to say that the guests who drank that wine were drinking di-
rectly of Christ’s life.

Of the Israelites who drank of the water which flowed from
the rock on which Christ stood in the wilderness, it is said
that they drank from Christ.

1 Corinthians 10
4 And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of
that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was 
Christ.

Theose who did not by faith recognize His life, did not in ei-
ther instance receive any spiritual life; but the turning of wa-
ter into wine did become spiritual life to Christ’s disciples, for
they believed on Him.

There is this difference between fermented and unfermented
wine:

The unfermented wine is pure food. It is the life of the vine
in the most condensed form, and is all nourishing. It tends to
build up the system, and is therefore one of the best ways in
which to supply nourishment to those who are ill, and who
cannot  receive  a  great  quantity  of  food.  The  unfermented
wine,—the juice of the grape, the true fruit of the vine,—sup-
plies a great amount of the nourishment in a small space, and
is easily assimilated.
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But in fermented wine the food elements are so changed
that there is scarcely any real nourishment. It is now a stimu-
lant and an intoxicant, instead of a food. Instead of building
up the system, and supplying new life and power, it simply
excites the power already possessed, spurring it to action. It
adds nothing to the one who takes it, but simply stimulates
him to use that which he already has.

Now Christ’s life is food, and not a stimulant. He did not
come to earth to incite men to put into operation power that
they already had, but which lay dormant,  but to give them
power, of which they were destitute.

Romans 5
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.

Theere is in men no power whatever to do right.

Romans 8
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

Anyone would say that it is an act of cruelty to beat a poor,
lame horse that is almost ready to die, in order to make him
work. He has no work in him, and neither whip nor spur can
put it into him. Thee whip or spur may incite a strong animal
to use its strength, but they cannot put strength into one that
has none. So it would be wicked to try to force a palsied man
to work. He has no power to work. Theere are men who are
wicked enough to do such things, but they are moved by the
spirit of Satan.

For the work of the devil is to make men think that they can
manufacture strength out of nothing. So he induces them to
drink alcoholic liquors, and tea, etc., in order to get strength
for work, when there is nothing in those substances to supply
strength.  Taken in  certain  quantities  they  only  stimulate  a
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man,  and  cause  him to  put  forth  and  use  up  the  physical
strength that he has. In larger quantities they stupefy and in-
toxicate.

Thus  he  literally  induces  them  to  spend  money  for  that
which is not bread, and their labor for that would satisfies not.
Isaiah 55:2. By the use of those substances people use up the
strength they have, and become prematurely old.

In the same line of work the devil causes people to think
that they have in themselves all the power that is necessary
for doing right. So he stimulates them with false hopes and
promises. He gets them to punish themselves in various ways,
for their failures, and to spur themselves up to bring forth the
good which they are persuaded is latent in them.

And when the individual effort fails, he induces the nation
to pass laws with the object of compelling people to be reli-
gious. The idea is that they have goodness in them, but that
they have to be spurred by the law, and by fear of punish-
ment, in order to bring it out. That is the devil’s way. The end,
of course, is increased sin, and death.

Christ’s way is different. He knows that in man “dwells no
good thing” (Romans 7:18),  and therefore He does not  give
him a stimulant, which would do no good, but which would
tend only to excite and wear him out. On the contrary, He
feeds man with His own life, which contains all the elements
necessary  to  perfect  growth.  In  Him  “all  fullness”  dwells
(Colossians 1:19), and we are made complete in Him.  Colos-
sians 2:10.

Romans 5
10 [We are] saved by His life.

And so from the miracle of changing water into wine we
learn an important lesson in righteousness, and temperance,
and the judgment to come, because it is the life of Christ that
is to be the standard in the judgment.
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That which Christ gives to us, is His life, which is real nour-
ishment. His life in the heart produces righteous acts. And so
for our physical sustenance He gives us that which is whole-
some  and  nourishing,  and  not  that  which  adds  no  real
strength, but which dissipates the energy we already have.

Galatians 5
22 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen-
tleness, goodness, faith,
23 Meekness, temperance.

Slain, Yet Living
Jesus says,

Revelation 1
18 I am He that lives, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive 
for evermore.

Revelation 13
8 [He is] the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

John 1
29 [He is] the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin of the 
world.

For this cause all who believed in Christ as the Saviour of
sinners were taught from the beginning to offaer a lamb as a
sacrifince, in token of their faith. Thee blood was shed, and the
floesh was consumed.

Cain, who had no faith,  brought the fruit  of  the  ground,
while Abel brought from the best of the flock.

Hebrews 11
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more acceptable sacrifice 
than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was right-
eous.

Thee Passover lamb also represented Christ. Its blood sprin-
kled upon the door posts caused the destroying angel to pass
over the house. Theose who offaered it, especially the finrst time,
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in Egypt, did so in direct recognition of Christ, whose blood
cleanses  from  sin,  and  who  was  delivering  them  from
bondage.

1 Corinthians 5
7 Christ our Passover, is sacrificed for us.

But at the Passover immediately preceding His crucifinxion,
Christ gave His disciples another memorial of Himself.

Matthew 26
26 Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to
the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body.
27 And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, Drink you all of it;
28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins.

It was directly aft er this, that same evening, that Jesus said
to His disciples,

John 15
1 I am the true Vine.

Hitherto men had shown their  faith in the power of  His
blood to cleanse from sin, by shedding the blood of a lamb.
But now the real  Lamb was about to shed His own blood.
Theose lambs that had been slain had utteerly ceased to live; but
as surely as the Lamb of God was slain He was to live again.

It would manifestly be out of place to go on taking the life
of  beasts  in  remembrance  of  Christ  after  He  had  died  and
risen again.  And therefore henceforth His disciples were to
commemorate the fact that life is obtained through His blood,
by taking the fruit of the vine, which sheds its blood for the
life of men, and still continue to live.

Manifesting the Glory
John 2
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
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and manifested forth His glory.

Yet the person of Jesus did not shine with any such splendor
as when He was on the mount of transfiguration. There was
no more beauty in Him, that men should desire Him on that
occasion, than on any other; yet He at that time manifested
forth His glory. This shows that His glory is in His works. It is
by His life that all things on earth exist, and therefore it is
that:

Isaiah 6
3 …the whole earth is full of His glory.

John 17
22 And the glory which You gave me, I have given them,

Theis is what Christ said of His disciples, in His prayer to the
Father. He has given us His life, and His works, in which we
may triumph; and as we yield to Him to become His work-
manship, His glory is stored up in us, to be revealed at His
coming.

The goodness which He has wrought out and laid up for
them that trust Him, is the glory which He imparts to men.
Looking at Him, they are changed into the same image, from
glory to glory, or goodness to goodness. Therefore,

Matthew 5
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Theese are some of the lessons to be learned from that finrst
miracle in Christ’s earthly ministry.  Theere was a wonderful
fintness in the performance of such a miracle at the beginning
of His work. It set forth the whole of the Gospel.

John 2
11 And His disciples believed on Him.

Let us be among the number.
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13. 13. Reason and FaithReason and Faith
Present Truth, April 26, 1894

N THE study of the word of God, great care should be exer-
cised that reason is not allowed to usurp the place of faith. I
This is one of the dangerous forms of self-exaltation, and

one of the most dangerous and ruinous. The havoc wrought
by it  is everywhere visible in the Christian world today.  It
causes men to substitute their own inventions for the institu-
tions of God, thus obliterating true faith in the minds of men,
and causing the loss of that power which alone is able to keep
them from falling.

This is done when man endeavors by his reason to grasp the
mysteries which the word of God reveals, so as to make them
comprehensible to the human mind. In this way most of the
miracles of the Scripture records have been “explained away.”

In truth, however, it is not the miracles that have been ex-
plained away, but that faith which should have dwelt in the
minds of the ones affected by it. The word of God reveals the
power of God,—the Gospel which is:

Romans 1
16 …the power of God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieves.

And if that which shows the power of God is accepted by an
individual in simple faith, without reference to his ability to
comprehend it, the purpose of God in sending His word to
him is fulfinlled.

But if, instead of so accepting it, he goes as far as his reason
will take him toward comprehending it, and then declares that
what marks the limit of his reason is the meaning of the text,
he frustrates God’s purpose toward himself by bringing God’s
wisdom down to the level of the wisdom of man, and making
faith of none effect. The whole value of faith lies in the fact
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that it brings to an individual knowledge which reason alone
could never enable him to get.

It is no more necessary in the spiritual life to comprehend
the mysteries that pertain to it, than it is to comprehend the
mysteries revealed in nature in order to live physically.  He
who would refuse to eat bread until he could comprehend the
process  of  growth  in the grain from which  bread is  made,
would never eat it at all. The person who would insist upon
doing this would be justly counted a fool.

Yet many people seem to think it necessary to comprehend
the mysteries that pertain to the plan of redemption in order
to the successful operation of that plan in their behalf. And
this very effort to comprehend the mysterious manifestations
and declarations of God’s power defeats its operation toward
them; for since God’s ways are as much higher than man’s
ways as the heavens are higher than the earth (Isaiah 55:9),
after man has gone as far as he can in the process of compre-
hending, he is still infinitely below the truth as it is known by
the mind of God.

And therefore when he gives to the words of God a certain
meaning which marks the limit of his power toward compre-
hending  them,  simply  because  he  cannot  understand  how
they can mean just what they say, he puts a meaning upon
them which is infinitely below the truth which God reveals in
them to man, and which He designs man to grasp by simple
faith.

Man’s reason is not God’s reason. Man cannot always rea-
son correctly upon physical matters, and much less can he do
so in regard to things spiritual. When the mind enters the do-
main of spiritual truth; it must substitute faith for reason, or it
will never proceed very far in the requirement of knowledge.

Faith enables us to know that which, if it were obtained by
reason, would require that we be omniscient, and able to rea-
son as well as God Himself. We must view faith in the light of
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this truth if we would prize it at its true worth.
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14. 14. Miracles and the GospelMiracles and the Gospel
Present Truth, May 24, 1894

HEN John sent from his prison to know if Jesus was
indeed the expected Messiah, Jesus had the messen-

gers stand by while He was healing the people, raising the
dead, and doing mighty works. Then He said to them,

W
Luke 7
22 Go your way, and tell John what things you have seen and 
heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and to the poor 
the Gospel is preached.

But Jesus is not the only one who works miracles. Thee spir-
its of devils do them also.  Revelation 16:14. False Christs and
false prophets work miracles to deceive. See  Matthhew 24:24;
Revelation 13:12-14; 19:20. Miracles by themselves, therefore,
are  not  necessarily  a  proof  of  one’s  Divine  authority;  and
Christ did not depend on them alone to test His Divine mis-
sion.

22 …unto the poor the Gospel is preached.

It was by His words, more than by His miracles, that men
were convinced. Thee rough soldiers who were sent to seize
Him, said,

John 6
46 Never man spoke like this Man.

And so we are thrown back upon the word as the only test.
If the ones who perform great signs and wonders are in any
point opposed to the plain word of God,—if they seek in any
degree to weaken its force, or to show that it does not mean
what it says,—know at once that they are not of God.

Isaiah 8
20 To the law, and to the testimony; if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them.
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15. 15. The Hem of His GarmentThe Hem of His Garment
Present Truth, May 24, 1894
Original title: Front Page

JESUS was on His way to the house of Jairus,

Luke 8
42 …as He went the people thronged Him.
43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which
had spent all her living upon physicians, either could be 
healed of any,
44 Came behind Him, and touched the border of His garment;
and immediately her issue of blood stanched.

Leviticus 17
11 The life of the flesh is in the blood.

Theerefore the poor woman’s life was steadily passing away.
From Jesus  she  obtained  that  of  which  she  stood  in  need,
namely, life. Jesus said that power had gone from Him. Life
from Him went into the woman, and gave her new life.

The miracles of Jesus were recorded…

John 20
31 …that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing you might have life through His 
name.

He came for the purpose of giving life to as many as would
believe on Him (John 3:16); and the healing of the woman is
an illustration of the reality of the life that He gives. It is not a
matteer of theory, but a fact.

Proverbs 4
23 Out of the heart are the issues of life.

Thee law of God was in the heart of Jesus. Psalm 40:8. Theere-
fore the life of Christ is the righteousness of the law of God. It
is the perfection of the law in a living form. And therefore the
life which believers in Christ obtain, is the righteousness of
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God’s law, of obedience to the ten commandments. Without
that life of Christ received, it is as impossible for a man to
keep the law, as for a dead man to walk.

In order to receive this life from Jesus, we must come close
to Him, as the poor woman did. Her case shows us what it is
to be near to the Lord. There were certainly others who were
nearer  to  Jesus  in  body  than she  was;  because  the  throng
round Jesus was so great that she could only reach through
and touch the hem of His garment. Yet she got near enough to
receive life  from Him, while the others did not.  It  was her
faith that made her near to Him, and that saved her.

Even so we are exhorted to:

Hebrews 10
22 …draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.
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16. 16. A Lesson from Real LifeA Lesson from Real Life
Present Truth, May 31, 1894

Romans 5
1 Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore by the offense of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.
19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sin-
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made right-
eous.

1 Corinthians 4
20 The kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.

HE promises of the gift of the Gospel are not matters of
mere theory, but a fact. And in order to show us the real-

ity of the power, Jesus Christ came to earth and demonstrated
it  in  such a  way that  all  can comprehend it.  In  the life  of
Christ we shall find every Gospel truth illustrated. Let us see
something of how the above text worked in real life.

T

A woman whose life had been slowly and steadily wasting
away for many years, and who had spent all her living in a
vain attempt to recover her health, and was only made to suf-
fer the more from the experiments of many physicians, heard
of the great Physician, and went to Him.

She was tempted, and the multitude of people pressed about
Jesus so closely that she could scarcely approach Him; but:

Matthew 9
21 She said within herself, If I may but touch His garment, I 
shall be whole.

Her faith was rewarded, for as she touched the border of
His garment, immediately she was fully healed.

Although Jesus was crowded and jostled by the people, He
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instantly detected that gentle touch. That touch was different
from every other, because it was the touch of faith, and drew
power from the person of Jesus. When the disciples wondered
that in the midst of such a crowd He should ask,

Luke 8
45 Who touched me?

He said,
46 Some one did touch me; for I perceived that power had 
gone forth from me.

Theat power was the power of His life: for it  supplied the
woman’s need, and what she wanted was life.

Here we have something that our mind can lay hold of, and
our senses can appreciate. A real thing was done. Something
real went from Jesus into the woman. It was not imagination;
it was not a figure of speech; but it was an actual fact that the
woman was healed. She had the life that she before lacked,
and that life came from Jesus.

We can never know what life is,—only its Author can un-
derstand it,—but we do know the need of it, even of the right-
eous life of Christ; and here we to see how it is obtained. For
the words of Jesus to that poor woman show that she was
healed in the same way and by the same means by which we
are justified and have peace with God. He said unto her,

Luke 8
48 Daughter, be of good comfort; your faith has made you 
whole; go in peace.

If we should apply the words of the Apostle Paul to her par-
ticular experience, we might read,

Romans 5
1 Therefore being made whole in body by faith, she had 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Perhaps this may enable someone to grasp more fully the
reality  of  the  righteousness  which  comes  by faith  of  Jesus
Christ.

Nothing is said about forgiveness of sins in this instance,
but we may be sure from other instances that such faith as the
poor woman had brought healing of soul as well as the body. 

But no one need have a doubt as to whether this is really
parallel to  Romans 5:1, and an illustration of the truth there
stated, for we find the same words used with express refer-
ence to sins. In the preceding chapter (Luke 7) we are told of
the sinful  woman who anointed the feet of Jesus, after her
tears of repentance had washed them. Jesus did not repel her,
but said to her,

Luke 7
48 Your sins are forgiven.

And then followed words almost identical with those with
which He dismissed the poor woman of whom we have been
reading. To the woman who was well  in body, but morally
diseased with sin, Jesus said,

50 Your faith has saved you; go in peace.

Compare this with:

Luke 8
48 Your faith has made you whole; go in peace.

Theis proves beyond all  possibility of doubt that the same
thing is done in the forgiveness of sins that was done in heal-
ing the woman with the issue of blood. Thee method is  the
same, and the results are the same.

Therefore as we know that something real was done for the
diseased woman, so we may be sure that something real is
done  for  the  repentant  sinner.  Just  as  something  real,  al-
though invisible, went from Jesus into the person of the dis-
eased woman, making her perfectly well and strong, even so
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we are to know that something real comes from Christ into
the person of the repentant sinner, making him whole, and
free from sin.

That something is nothing less than the actual life of Christ.

1 John 1
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
7 If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.

Thee blood is the life; and so it is the life of Jesus Christ that
cleanses us from sin. Theis is what we read in Romans 5:10, in
continuance of the statement that being justifined by faith we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5
10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of His Son, much more being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life.

Many think  that  the  forgiveness  of  sins  by  the  imputed
righteousness of Christ, is something that exists only in the
mind of God. Of course they acknowledge its reality, yet at
the same time they do not realize it. Theere is always some-
thing unreal about it in their minds.

The trouble is that they fail to grasp and to make real the
living connection between Christ and them. There is between
the true disciple and Christ a connection as real as that be-
tween the vine branch and the parent stock.

The forgiveness of sins is too often thought to be illustrated
by the payment of a poor man’s debt by a rich friend. If a rich
man pays the debt of a poor man, then the shopkeeper credits
the  poor  man with  the  sum,  and  the  record  on the  books
shows that the debt is canceled. Of course the poor man is
benefited, but he does not actually receive anything that will
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keep him in future. But it is different when God for Christ’s
sake forgives his sins.

Galatians 1
4 [Christ] gave Himself for our sins.

His  life  is  given  to  be  manifest  in  our  mortal  floesh.  2
Corinthians 4:11. Just as the sap floows through the vine to the
farthest branches, and just as the life of Christ went into the
poor, diseased woman, to make her perfectly well, so the sin-
less, endless, inexhaustible life of Christ floows into those who
have  faith  in Him, to  cleanse  them from sin,  and  to  make
them walk in newness of life.

His life  on earth was one of obedience to the command-
ments of God.

John 15
10 If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love;
even as I have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide 
in His love.

Thee law of God was in His heart:

Psalm 40
8 I delight to do Your will, O my God: yea, Your law is within 
my heart.

So that His very life was the fullness of the law. He fulfinlled
the righteousness of the law:

Matthew 5
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.

Theat is, the fullness, the perfection of the law, appeared in
His life. And it is by this life that we are saved. It is not that
we are  accounted righteous because Jesus  of  Nazareth was
righteous eighteen hundred years ago, but because:

Hebrews 7
25 He ever lives,…
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Hebrews 13
8 …the same yesterday, and today, and for ever,

–to save by the power of His endless life, all that come to
Him. Jesus fulfinlled the righteousness of the law, in order…

Romans 8
4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Thee  Revised Version reads,  “Theat the ordinance of the law
might be fulfinlled in us,” and gives “requirement” in the mar-
gin, as an alternative. Thee idea is, therefore, that Christ kept
the law, in order that its utmost requirement might be fulfinlled
in us. Not by us, but in us: for whereas we have no power to
do even what we know to be right, Christ dwelling in us does
the right by His own power through all our members when
we yield them to Him. Theis He does for all who trust Him.
And thus it is that:

Romans 5
19 …by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

We may thus note two things:

1. How we are made partakers of Christ’s life, and
2. What the nature of that life is, and what it will be in us.

Thee miraculous healing of the poor woman shows us the
finrst. Thee second we learn by reading the ten commandments,
and by studying the life of Christ.

All that was in His life when He was on earth, is in it now,
and that is what He gives to us. And that which was not in
His life cannot possibly be given to us in it. Everything that is
not in His life is sin, and Christ is not the minister of sin.
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17. 17. The Malady of SinThe Malady of Sin
Present Truth, August 22, 1895

Luke 5
17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, 
that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, 
which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, 
and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to 
heal them.

N THIS occasion Jesus showed the people that the great-
est need of all was to be healed from sin, and that the

power by which the sick were healed was the power of the
forgiveness of sins.

O
Luke 5
24 That you may know that the Son of man has power upon 
earth to forgive sins, (He said unto the sick of the palsy,) I 
say unto you, Arise.

Help for All
The poor man had his sins forgiven and was healed of his

infirmity. All of the Pharisees and doctors of the law were just
as needy of help. They knew that they were sinners, even as
every man knows that he is a sinner, though not all would
honestly acknowledge it.

But they were not healed of sin because they did not believe
that the power of the Lord was present to heal them.

Without Excuse
Someone may say,

“But they were without excuse; for they saw the power 
manifested before their eyes, giving life to a palsied man.”

True; and we, too, are without excuse if we have not for-
giveness of sins and the power of His life working obedience
in  us.  The miracles  of  Christ  were  recorded—not  for  those
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people back there,—but for us.

John 20
31 But these are written, that you might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might 
have life through His name.

The Power Now Present
Every man sees the power of the Lord working before his

eyes today.

Romans 5
10 We are saved by His life.

Thee blood of Jesus Christ cleanses from sin. But,

Deuteronomy 12
23 …the blood is the life.

Thee power of Christ’s life is the power of forgiveness and
cleansing, and the power which works the will of God in the
believer. But that life is present with every man. Every sinner,
no matteer how wicked, lives by His life every day.

Acts 17
28 In Him we live and move and have our being.

Every soul that has life, or power to move, has evidence in
itself that Christ’s life is given to him. And if he will only be-
lieve it, lay hold upon it by faith, that same life will cleanse
from sin.

The power of the Lord is present with every man to save
him from sin and work righteousness in him if he will only let
it be done. It is wonderful, but it is true.
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18. 18. Some Sabbath MiraclesSome Sabbath Miracles
Present Truth, September 19, 1895

HE reason why we have the record of so many of the
miracles of Jesus, is thus given:T

John 20
30 Many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His dis-
ciples, which are not written in this book;
31 But these are written, that you might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might 
have life through His name.

In the teaching of Jesus and the apostles we are told the
way of life; but in the miracles which God wrought by them
we have visible manifestations of the reality of the life, and of
its power. Theere is not a spiritual truth set forth in the Epis-
tles, that does not finnd an illustration in some of the miracles
performed in the bodies of men.

God gave to Jesus…

John 17
2 …power over all flesh, that…He should give eternal life…

to all who come to Him. By the power which He had to de-
liver the bodies of men from disease, He showed power to re-
lease their souls from sin.

Matthew 9
5 For whether is easier, to say, Your sins be forgiven you; or to
say, Arise, and walk?
6 But that you may know that the Son of man has power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then He said to the sick of the palsy,) 
Arise, take up your bed, and go unto your house.
7 And he arose, and departed to his house.
8 But when the multitude saw it, they marveled, and glorified
God, which had given such power unto men.

Some of  the  most  striking of  the  miracles  of  Jesus  were
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done on the Sabbath day, and to a few of these we wish to call
special atteention.

The Man With a Withered Hand
First we read the story of the healing of the man with a

withered hand:

Luke 6
6 And it came to pass also on another Sabbath, that He en-
tered into the synagogue and taught; and there was a man 
whose right hand was withered.
7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched Him, whether He 
would heal on the Sabbath day; that they might find an ac-
cusation against Him.
8 But He knew their thoughts, and said to the man which 
had the withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst.
And he arose and stood forth.
9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is it 
lawful on the Sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save 
life, or to destroy it?
10 And looking round about upon them all, He said unto the 
man, Stretch forth your hand. And he did so; and his hand 
was restored whole as the other.

Thee right hand is one of the most necessary parts of the
body,  especially  to  the  laboring  man.  Very  difficcult  indeed
would be to work with the right hand hanging useless at the
side, and many kinds of work would be impossible. What Je-
sus  did  was  to  give  that  man  power  to  work.  Thee  man
stretched  forth  his  hand  in  faith,  and  was  made  strong  to
work, thus illustrating the words of Jesus,

John 6
29 This is the work of God, that you believe on Him whom He
has sent.

The Man Blind from Birth
John 9
1 And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man which was blind 
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from his birth.
2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, Master, who did sin, 
this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?
3 Jesus answered, Neither has this man sinned, nor his par-
ents; but that the works of God should be made manifest in 
him.
4 I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day; 
the night comes, when no man can work.
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 
6 When He had thus spoken, He spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with the clay, and said unto him, Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.)
7 He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.
14 And it was the Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and
opened his eyes.

By this miracle Christ gave a visible proof of the fact that
He is the light of the world. Thee blind beggar listened to the
words of Christ, and so received his sight. From this we may
know the truthfulness of Christ assertion:

John 8
12 I am the light of the world; he that follows me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

When the blind man’s eyes were opened he was able to see
the  light  of  the  sun,  but  nevertheless  Christ  was  his  light,
showing that the light which the sun in the finrmament sheds
upon the earth is only the light which it has received from the
Sun of Righteousness.

We cannot see Christ, and it is impossible for our minds to
comprehend how His life can be given to us, so that we may
have eternal life and righteousness; but we do know the fact
that the sun gives light to the earth, and that in its light there
is life; and since in the miracles of giving sight to the blind we
have the evidence that this light and life come from Christ, we
may in like manner know the fact that He can impart to us
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His life of righteousness.

It is just as easy to believe in Christ as the Saviour from sin
and death, as it is to believe in the sun as the cause of life and
fruitfulness to the earth.

Sin is darkness. The hearts of men became darkened when
they did not glorify God as God. Romans 1:21.

Ephesians 4
18 [They had] the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God.

Christ gives the light of life, so that just as He gave sight to
the blind, He takes away the darkness of sin from all who ac-
cept Him in truth.

Healing the Infirm Woman
Luke 13
10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sab-
bath.
11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of in-
firmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in
no wise lift up herself.
12 And when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him, and said 
unto her, Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.
13 And He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was 
made straight, and glorified God.
14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation,
because that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, and said 
unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to 
work; in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the 
Sabbath day.
15 The Lord then answered him, and said, You hypocrite, does
not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass 
from the stall, and lead him away to watering?
16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 
whom Satan has bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed 
from this bond on the Sabbath day?
17 And when He had said these things, all His adversaries 
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were ashamed; and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious
things that were done by Him.

Theis woman had been bound by Satan. Thee loosing of her,
therefore, was a striking illustration of Christ’s power to free
from sin, for:

John 8
34 Whosoever commits sin is the bond-servant of sin,

and

1 John 3
8 …is of the devil;

and

2 Peter 2
19 Of whom a man is overcome, of the same is He brought in 
bondage.

Thee woman could not lift  herself up. So every sinner may
truly say,

Psalm 40
12 My iniquities have taken hold upon me, so that I am not 
able to look up.

But the same sinner, seeing the power of Christ on the in-
finrm woman, may also say,

Psalm 3
3 You, Lord, are a shield for me, my glory, and the lifter up of 
my head.

Thee woman “had a spirit of infinrmity.” Christ had compas-
sion on her and healed her. So we may know that:

Hebrews 4
15 We have not a High Priest which cannot be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities.

And we may also know that His sympathy is of a practical
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kind. In this miracle and the one preceding, we have a blessed
illustration of the power that is in Christ:

Acts 26
18 To open [the] eyes [of men] and to turn them from dark-
ness to light, and from the power of Satan and to God.

The Impotent Man Healed
John 5
1 After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem.
2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, 
which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five 
porches.
3 In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, 
halt, withered…
5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty 
and eight years.
6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a 
long time in that case, He said unto him, Will you be made 
whole?
7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when 
the water is troubled, to put me into the pool; but while I am
coming, another steps down before me.
8 Jesus said unto him, Rise, take up your bed, and walk.
9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took up 
his bed, and walked; and on the same day was the Sabbath.
16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to 
slay Him, because He had done these things on the Sabbath 
day.
17 But Jesus answered them, My Father works hitherto, and I 
work.

Thee man had no strength. Moreover, it was sin that had re-
duced him to that condition, as we learn from Christ’s words
to him,

14 Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto you.

Theis is a practical lesson for us,
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Romans 5
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ 
died for the ungodly.

We have no power,  but He is able to strengthen us with
might by His Spirit.

Why Done on the Sabbath?
It  will  be observed that the fact  that these miracles were

done on the Sabbath is specially noted. Take notice also that
in  none  of  them was  the  need  so  urgent  that  the  healing
might not have been deferred another day.

The blind man could have waited another day without spe-
cial inconvenience. The man who lay by the pool was not in
such imminent danger that he must necessarily be healed im-
mediately. So also in the other cases, their infirmities were not
immediately endangering their lives.

Besides, none of them were expecting to be healed, so that
they would not have suffered any disappointment if Jesus had
said nothing to them until the Sabbath was past.

But Jesus did not delay an hour. Moreover He healed them
on the Sabbath day, knowing full well that it would offend the
Pharisees,  and  increase  their  hatred  for  Him.  These  things
show that He had a special object in doing these miracles on
the Sabbath day, and that the Holy Spirit had a purpose in
calling our attention specially to the day in which they were
performed. What was that object?

The answer is easy. We may dismiss at once the supposition
that Jesus acted in a spirit of bravado, to show His contempt
for the Pharisees, or that He would unnecessarily stir up their
hatred towards Him. The miracles  were done for  the same
purpose that they were recorded,

John 20
31 That you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing you might have life through His 
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name.

Neither did Jesus do these miracles out of disrespect to the
Sabbath day, for He kept all the commandments. Some have
the mistaken idea that Jesus did them to show that the Sab-
bath may be broken in case of necessity.  But Jesus did not
break the Sabbath, although the Jews falsely accused Him of
so doing. It is never necessary to break the Sabbath, but Jesus
Himself said,

Matthew 12
12 It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days.

We learn therefore that Jesus, instead of breaking the Sab-
bath,  as  the  blind  Pharisees  suppose,  was showing its  true
meaning. True, He worked upon it, but how? It was by His
Word. Ever since the creation of the world, when the heavens
and the earth were finnished, and all their host, and:

Hebrews 4
4 God did rest the seventh day from all His works,

–He has still continued to work by the Word of His power,
which upholds all things.

God gave the Sabbath that we might know that He is the
God that sanctifies us:

Ezekiel 20
12 Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign be-
tween me and them, that they might know that I am the 
Lord that sanctify them.

So in performing those miracles on the Sabbath day, Jesus
was showing that the Sabbath is to free men from bondage,
and not to be a bondage to them. It commemorates creative
power, by which all who believe are made new creatures in
Christ.

Hebrews 4
3 For we which have believed do enter into rest,
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–even God’s  rest.  God  rested  when He had  finnished  His
work.  He rested upon His  Word of  power.  So we finnd rest
through work,—not our work but God’s work.

John 6
29 This is the work of God, that you believe on Him whom He
has sent.

But believing, as we have seen, gives us rest. Thee work of
God gives us rest from sin, for we triumph in the work of His
hands.

Psalm 92
4 For You, Lord, have made me glad through Your work: I will
triumph in the works of Your hands.

So by  these  miracles  Christ  teaches  us  that  the  Sabbath,
even the day which the Jews held as the Sabbath, but which
they did not keep according to God’s commandment, is the
crowning glory of the Gospel. Kept as God has given it to us,
it enables us to see Christ as both Redeemer and Creator,—as
Redeemer because He is Creator.

The Sabbath of the Lord—the memorial of creation—reminds
us of:

Romans 1
16 …the power of God to salvation to every one that believes.

It reveals to us, as nothing else can, Christ as the anointed
by the Holy Spirit,

Luke 4
18 …to preach the Gospel to the poor;…to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recover-
ing of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised,
19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
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19. 19. The Light of the WorldThe Light of the World
Present Truth, November 19, 1896

John 9
1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind 
from his birth.

And Jesus said,
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.
6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and 
made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the 
blind man with the clay,
7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which 
is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and 
washed, and came seeing.

N THIS simple story we learn how literally true are the
words of Jesus, “I am the light of the world.” Here was a

poor man who in the midst of light was walking in darkness.
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world,” and immediately gave
the man sight.

I

It is very evident that the poor man was wholly dependent
on Jesus and his word for his sight. Jesus was literally to him
the light of day. But that case is only illustrative. What Jesus
was to that man, he is to all. He is literally the light of the
world.

John 1
3 All things were made by him,

and

Colossians 1
17 …by Him all things consist.

God has set his glory upon the heavens.

Psalm 8 [RV]
1 O Jehovah, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the 
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earth, Who has set Your glory upon the heavens!

Thee light of which the sun was made bearer, is nothing less
than:

2 Corinthians 4
6 …the light…of the glory of God.

All the light of this world came from the word of God, who
said,

Genesis 1
3 Let there be light, and there was light.

It was this same word that gave light to the poor, blind man.
Theere was no healing virtue in the clay, nor in the water; but
the man obeyed the command, “Go and wash,” and in those
words of  Jesus  he  found the  light.  Theus he found that  the
words,

Psalm 119
105 Your word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path,

are most strictly and literally true. He who follows Christ
cannot walk in darkness, because he has the light of life. John
8:12.

The man upon whom this miracle was wrought was only a
poor beggar, who until that day had never seen the light, yet
as  soon  as  the  miracle  was  performed,  he  had  more  true
knowledge of the light than all the learned Pharisees and doc-
tors of the law had. Note his clear and decisive answers under
cross-questioning. When there was a doubt expressed as to
his being the same blind man who begged by the wayside, he
settled  that  question  by  saying,  “I  am  he.”  He  was  not
ashamed to acknowledge his low degree.

Neither  was  he ashamed to  acknowledge his  dependence
upon Jesus for his sight. On being asked how his eyes were
opened, he said,
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John 9
11 A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my 
eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash; 
and I went and washed, and I received sight.”

It was a simple testimony to the truth, and therein lay its
convincing power. Thee most learned man in the city could not
have told it any betteer.

Then there was a dispute as to the character of Jesus. First
he bluntly declared,

17 He is a prophet.

Note that he did not give it as his opinion or belief, but as a
fact that admitteed of no dispute. In his simplicity he did not
presume to advance theories, but stuck to what he knew, and
that was far betteer than theories. If professed Christians, and
Christian teachers, were betteer acquainted with the practical
facts of the Gospel, there would be far less groping among
systems of theories.

Further than these simple facts, the young man would not
allow himself to be enticed. To the Pharisees’ declaration that
Christ was a sinner, he replied,

25 Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not; one thing I 
know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

Theat was a fact which the Pharisees would gladly forget, but
the young man held them to it; and it really setteled the whole
question. For to give sight to a man born blind, was a creative
act,  and  showed  divine  power.  Theat  being  admitteed,  there
could be no further question as to the character of Jesus.

The result was characteristic. The Pharisees could not gain-
say the facts so simply yet graphically told by the young man,
but  they  were  bound  not  to  accept  the  light  that  had  so
brightly dawned upon him, and so they said,

34 You were altogether born in sins, and do you teach us? And
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they cast him out [of the synagogue].

When men meet  facts  which they cannot  overthrow and
will not accept, they betray their confusion by appealing to
their age, or their position, or their learning.

But the great lesson for us to learn is the reality of the light
which  God  gives  by  His  Word,  and  the  positive  assurance
with which those must speak who have received that light. If
all the philosophers in the world should unite to demonstrate
that the sun is an opaque body, and that we actually receive
no light from it, the most ignorant man in the street could say,

“I don’t know anything about your science, but I know I 
see.”

And with that fact he could overturn all their theories. So
the simple man whose eyes are opened to see “the light of the
glorious Gospel of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4), can silence ev-
ery learned objection with the simple declaration,

“I was blind; now I see.”

Doubtless few will accept the truth through his simple testi-
mony; but he may be sure that those who will not accept it on
such evidence, would not accept it under any circumstances.
One thing that an unlearned man knows is worth more than
ten million things that wise men do not know.
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20. 20. Changing the Water into WineChanging the Water into Wine
Present Truth, July 7, 1898

HE purpose to be served in making the miracles of Jesus
a part of the Gospel record is clearly stated in the Scrip-

ture itself:
T

John 20 [RV]
31 These [miracles] are written, that you may believe that Je-
sus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may
have life in His name.

In our study of the miracles, therefore, this object should be
kept in view, that we:

1 Timothy 6 [RV]
19 …lay hold on the life which is life indeed.

All the revealings of the power of God in the world about us
teach the same lesson,  when they are properly understood,
and so the miracles should also serve as Divine interpreta-
tions of the Gospel of life and power which is proclaimed in
the more familiar, and so less startling, operations of the same
Master Workman.

“The miracles of the Bible are not only emblems of power 
in the spiritual world, but also exponents of the miracles of 
nature—experiments, as it were, made by the Great Teacher 
in person, on a small scale and within a limited time, to illus-
trate to mankind the phenomena that are taking place over 
longer periods throughout the universe.”2

When thus viewed, they will not only teach their own les-
son to us, but they will also throw such a light upon God’s
book of nature that we may read the same lesson on every
page.  And  thus  recognizing  constantly  the  presence  and
power of the living God in us and around us, we may learn to
receive it in its fullness as:

2 Bible Teachings in Nature, Hugh MacMillan, p. vi-vii (Preface).
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Hebrews 7
16 …the power of an endless life.

Thee record of the miracle which we are to study in this les-
son is brief, simple, and natural. It is God giving us a view, at
close range, of His own mighty power with the simplicity of a
father explaining his work to his littele child for the purpose of
encouraging confindence.  And the account closes with these
words:

John 2
11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 
and manifested forth His glory; and His disciples believed on
Him.

In our study of the Holy Spirit’s account of this miracle we
should see the manifested glory just as clearly as did the disci-
ples, and with the same result, believing for life in His name.

Note the simple facts:
3 …they wanted wine…
6 And there were set there six water-pots of stone…
7 Jesus said unto them, Fill the water-pots with water. And 
they filled them up to the brim.
8 And He said unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the 
governor of the feast. And they bare it.

Theen the ruler of the feast tastes…
9 …the water that was made wine…

and immediately calls the bridegroom and says:
10 Every man at the beginning sets forth good wine; and 
when men have well drunk, then that which is worse; but 
you have kept the good wine until now.

We are not told how the water was changed into wine. In
obedience to the word of Jesus, they poured the water into the
water-pots, and in obedience to the same word they drew out
and bare to the governor of the feast that which on tasting
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proved to be the best wine of the feast.

There is one word, however, which gives all the explanation
which is needed, and that word is “Jesus.” He is the Word of
God, and:

John 1
3 All things were made by Him; and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory.

And not only were all  things made through Him, but He
also is:

Hebrews 1
3 …upholding all things by the word of His power,

and

Colossians 1 [RV]
17 …in Him all things consist,

–or hold together. It is by the direct and constant revealing
of the power of God through Jesus Christ, “the power of God”
(1 Corinthians 1:24), that the orderly march of the stars and
planets is maintained, and that the so-called operations of na-
ture are carried forward.

John 5
17 My Father works hitherto, and I work.

And in performing this miracle Jesus is giving a sample, as
it were, of His work and revealing Himself as the one through
whose personal agency all the processes of vegetable growth
and fruit-bearing are carried forward.

The True Vine
In the usual method of changing water into wine the vine is

the  visible  means  of  accomplishing  the  work.  The  water
which has been poured upon the ground by the showers of
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rain, is gathered up by the roots of the vine, carried up by the
stock into the branches, and becomes the juice of the grapes.

When the  process  is  completed,  and  the  grapes  are  sub-
jected to pressure, then can be obtained the water which is
now changed into wine. Several months are occupied in this
work, which goes on quietly by day and by night.

But Jesus has said,

John 15
1 I am the true [real] vine,

–and the vines which we see in the gardens and the vine-
yards are not independent agencies for the changing of water
into wine. Theey are simply the visible forms through which
works the life of Jesus, the true vine, and as He at Cana of
Galilee, dispensing with the usual visible forms of vegetable
life, and disregarding the question of time, “manifested forth
His  glory,”  by  changing the  water  into  wine;  so He would
teach us that the same glory is  manifested when the same
change is wrought by Him in the way so familiar to us.

And as “His disciples believed on Him,” when they saw that
which He did in Cana of Galilee, so would He have us believe
on Him, when we see what He is doing in every garden and
vineyard.

And as this  miracle was written in order that those who
read it might by believing “have life through His name,” so
viewing all the processes of growth and fruit-bearing in the
light thrown upon them by this miracle, and reading them as
so interpreted, we may by believing “have life through His
name.”

Manifesting Glory
It is evident that the Gospel is preached to us in this mira-

cle, and through its teaching we may see how the Gospel is
preached to us in every garden and field. The Gospel is:
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2 Corinthians 4 [RV]
4 …the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God,

1 Timothy 1 [RV]
11 …the Gospel of the glory of the blessed God.

And this glory is His goodness (Exodus 33:18-19), His char-
acter, His righteousness.

Romans 1
16 …the Gospel…is the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believes…
17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed.

And so when Jesus at Cana of Galilee “manifested forth His
glory,” by doing the work which He wrought that day, He was
simply  showing  that  the  power  which  changes  water  into
wine is the power which God uses with which to save believ-
ers.

And  the  glory  which  was  then  manifested  is  the  glory
which brings life to the dead, for:

Romans 6
1 Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father.

And so recognizing

2 Thessalonians 1
9 …the glory of His power,

day by day as it is revealed to us in the true Vine, we who
are…

Ephesians 2
1 …dead in trespasses and sins,
5 …[are] quickened together with Christ,
6 And raised up with Him, and made to sit together in heav-
enly places, in Christ Jesus.

 But this is:
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Ephesians 1
19 The exceeding greatness of his power to usward who be-
lieve, according to the working of His mighty power,
20 Which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him from the
dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly 
places.

And so:

2 Corinthians 3
18 We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory.

And this is the work of the Gospel, that those who…

Romans 3
23 …have sinned and come short of the glory of God,

should once more be:

Psalm 8 [Hebrews 2:9]
5 …crowned with glory and honor.

Fruit-Bearing
It was the work of Jesus…

Luke 4
18 …to preach…recovering of sight to the blind,

that we might be able to see Him as the true Vine, and so
submit ourselves unto Him that…

Psalm 147
8 [He] who makes grass to grow upon the mountains,

and hangs the  luscious fruit  upon the  branches  of  every
vine and tree, may:

Philippians 1
11 [fill us] with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
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John 15
5 I am the Vine, you are the branches: He that abides in me, 
and I in him, the same brings forth much fruit: for without 
me you can do nothing.

And this is the Gospel which He would teach in the miracle
in Cana of Galilee.
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21. 21. The Power that SavesThe Power that Saves
Present Truth, July 14, 1898

Luke 8 [RV]
41 And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a 
ruler of the synagogue: and he fell down at Jesus’ feet, and 
besought Him to come into his house;
42 For he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, 
and she lay a dying. But as He went, the multitudes 
thronged Him.
43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which
had spent her living upon physicians, and could not be 
healed of any,
44 Came behind Him, and touched the border of His garment:
and immediately the issue of her blood staunched.
45 And Jesus said, Who is it that touched me? And when all 
denied, Peter said, and they that were with Him, Master, the 
multitudes press You and crush You.
46 But Jesus said, Some one did touch me: for I perceived that
power had gone forth from me.
47 And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came 
trembling, and falling down before Him declared in the pres-
ence of all the people for what cause she touched Him, and 
how she was healed immediately.
48 And He said unto her, Daughter, your faith has made you 
whole; go in peace.

ERE we have another of the miracles of Jesus, which are
written that we might know that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God; and that believing, we might have life through
His name. Most striking is this miracle adapted to the purpose
for which it is designed; for nothing could more clearly illus-
trate the truth that we receive life and salvation from Christ
through faith in Him.

H

Consider the facts in the case. For twelve years the woman
had been suffering,  and steadily  growing worse.  Physicians
could do her no good, and she had no more money to spend
on them, even if they could. She was dying in misery, without
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help or hope of help.

She was indeed dying, for loss of blood means loss of life.

Deuteronomy 12
23 The blood is the life.

Theis is  a  well-known and universally  recognized  fact.  To
shed blood means everywhere to take life.  Theerefore,  when
we read that  the  woman had been losing blood for  twelve
years, and that the loss was increasing, we know that her life
was gradually and surely vanishing away.

But the great Physician came her way, and she had confi-
dence in Him;

Matthew 9
21 For she said within herself, If I may but touch His garment,
I shall be whole.

She touched Him, and immediately she was made whole;
that is,  all  her lack was supplied;  the loss was made good.
What did she lack? What was she losing? Blood, life. Theere-
fore in that she was made whole, it is evident that what she
received was life—new blood. Theis is the simple fact. As surely
as the miracle was performed, so surely did the woman in that
instant receive life; yes, she actually received fresh blood; for
she was made whole, and her lack was blood.

How was it done? Jesus tells us all that we can know about
it, saying,

Luke 8
46 I perceived that power had gone forth from me.

From this we see that when Jesus supplied new life to the
suffaering, it came directly from Himself. We read that:

Luke 6
19 All the multitude sought to touch Him: for power came 
forth from Him, and healed them all.
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In this  verse,  as  in  Luke 8:46,  the  Authorized  Version has
“virtue,” where the Revised Version gives us the word “power.”
“Power” is the betteer word, for the Greek word is the same
word that we have Anglicized as dynamite.

The power that  works in all  things,  and that  upholds  all
things, is the life of God; so the power that went forth from
Jesus and healed the woman, as well as the multitudes, was
life; and this we have already seen from the fact that Jesus
supplied what she lacked, namely, life.

Jesus went about doing good because God was with Him
(Acts 10:38), and:

Psalm 36
9 With God is the fountain of life.

Thee characteristic of a fountain is that although you contin-
ually draw from it, it always has just as much to give; so al-
though Jesus was continually bestowing life,—it was floowing
from Him to others,—the supply did not diminish, because He
had the fountain in Him.

Acts 3 [margin]
15 [He is] the Author of life.

The Touch of Faith
Jesus said to the woman,

Luke 8
48 Your faith has made you whole; go in peace.

In the margin of the Revised Version we have “saved,” in the
place  of  “made  whole;”  and  this  is  the  betteer  reading.  Thee
words in the Greek are identical with those spoken to the sin-
ful  woman,  who also touched Jesus,  and who received for-
giveness of sins. Luke 7:37-50. Jesus said to her,

Luke 7
50 Your faith has saved you; go in peace.
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Here, therefore, we have a practical illustration of the state-
ment that:

Romans 1
17 The just shall live by faith,

together with the statement concerning Jesus, that:

Romans 5
10 …we shall be saved by His life.

Thee woman was saved by the life of Christ, which she re-
ceived through her  faith  in Him. By faith  she received life
from Him, so that she could truly say in the most literal sense,

Galatians 2
20 The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

From the case before us, we see that these expressions are
not mere forms of speech, but the statement of actual fact, We
really receive life from the Lord. Whether we believe it and
acknowledge it or not, it is true that our life comes from the
Lord; for it was to the heathen that the apostle Paul spoke the
words,

Acts 17
28 In Him we live, and move, and have our being.

But there is a diffaerence in the manner of our contact with
the Lord. Thee multitudes pressed upon the Lord as He was on
the way to the house of Jairus, but only one touched Him in
faith, and thus received new life.

So all the multitudes of earth are in personal contact with
Christ,  whether they will  or not,  for only in Him can they
have life; but when our touch is the touch of faith,—when we
acknowledge Him in all our ways (Proverbs 3:6),—then we ex-
perience His life as the power that saves.

108 The Miracles of Jesus



A Blessed Reality
There was no imagination in the case of the poor woman

who was healed by the touch of faith. There are imaginary
diseases; but when the life-blood is surely ebbing away, the
weakness that results is not a fancied one. No imagination is
powerful enough to give strength to one who is in such a con-
dition.

But the woman was made perfectly well  and strong, and
this new strength was no more imaginary than was her previ-
ous weakness. That which was done for her was as real as
though a physician had performed the operation of transfu-
sion of blood from a healthy person. Life is indeed real; and
when Jesus tells us that He gives us His life, we may be sure
that the gift is not an empty name.

How  real  and  how precious  does  this  miracle  make  the
words, over which so many are offended; namely,

Hebrews 9
32 Without shedding of blood is no remission.

Thee blood is the life; the shedding of blood is the giving of
life; we have no life in ourselves, but are…

Ephesians 2
1 …dead in trespasses and sins,

–because sin carries death with it (Romans 5:12; James 1:15).

The taking away of sin is therefore simply salvation from
death; but those who are dead cannot live unless they receive
new life, which must come from outside of themselves; and
this life Jesus in His love freely supplies.

A Different Life
Everybody is familiar with the expressed resolve to “live a

different life,” the different life to be of course a better one.
But how few realize that the better life must indeed be “a dif-
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ferent life.”

The life that they have been living is a life of sin. The life it-
self is sin. With that life they can do nothing else than sin, for
it must be evident to every one who stops to think, that a per-
son can live no life except that which he has, and that if he
lives a different life, he must receive another life.

This new life is just what we get by faith in Jesus, and the
miracle which we are considering was done and recorded in
order that we might see the reality of the transaction. It  is
something on which to build faith.

Shall  we  not  then,  like  the  poor  woman,  “feel  after”  the
Lord? If we reach out the hand in faith, we shall certainly find
Him, for:

Acts 17
27 He is not far from every one of us.

Romans 10
8 The word is nigh you, even in your mouth, and in your 
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;
9 That if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shall believe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead, you shall be saved.
10 For with the heart man believes unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
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22. 22. The Power to ForgiveThe Power to Forgive
Present Truth, November 10, 1898

 READER of the Present Truth asks for an explanation of
John 20:33, saying,A

“I know God alone has power to forgive sins, but I have 
been asked the question, and to take the verse as it reads it 
seems as though Christ gave His disciples that power.”

Let us first read the verse and its connection. Jesus had ap-
peared to His disciples as they were gathered together, and
said,

John 20
19 Peace be unto you.
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you; as my 
Father has sent me, even so send I you.
22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said
unto them, Receive the Holy Ghost;
23 Whose soever sins you remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whose soever sins you retain, they are retained.

God’s Word Absolutely True
One thing must be settled first of all, and that is, that we

must take this verse, as every other thing that the Lord said,
just as it reads. When once we know that we have the words
of the Lord just as He spoke them, that is, that we have them
accurately translated, then we have nothing to do but to be-
lieve them without any alteration or amendment or any fit-
ting of them to some preconceived ideas.

In this case there cannot he the slightest doubt that our ver-
sion gives the correct rendering of the words of Jesus to His
disciples. Therefore we must accept the statement that Christ
gave His disciples power to forgive sins. Why should we wish
to believe otherwise? The fact that some people pervert the
good gifts of God, should not hinder its from receiving them
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with gladness.

Men Sent In Christ’s Stead
John 20
21 …as my Father has sent me, even so send I you.

Then those whom Christ sends are commissioned to do the
same work which He did here on the earth. And whom does
Christ send? He sends every one who hears and accepts His
gracious invitation,

Matthew 11
28 Come unto me.

Revelation 22
17 Let Him that hears say, Come.

Theis  is  unconsciously  admitteed  by  every  Christian,  even
though he might think it almost if not quite presumption to
think that he is sent in Christ’s place; for there is no one who
does not finnd comfort in the assurance,

Matthew 28
20 Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

But this assurance is in connection with the charge,
19 Go you, therefore.

Every believer is commissioned to bring sinners to God, by
the power of Christ, who is with him for that purpose.

But there is plainer evidence still,  that God has bestowed
upon mortal men the high privilege of being:

2 Corinthians 6
1 …workers together with Him.

2 Corinthians 5
17 If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature.

Theis includes every one who is in Christ. It is not limited to
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the eleven who saw Jesus in the floesh. Whoever is in Christ, is
a new creature. With such ones,

17 …old things are passed away; behold, all things are become
new.

One who is in Christ is not the same person that he was be-
fore; he is another man.

18 And all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Him-
self by Jesus Christ, and has given unto us the ministry of 
reconciliation.

To whom has God given “the ministry of reconciliation”?
Read the text, and see. It is to those whom he has reconciled
to Himself. Every one who is in Christ is a new creature, is
reconciled to God, and has received the ministry of reconcilia-
tion. His life work is to induce others to he reconciled to God.

All Things are of God
But how are we to do this? We are not sufficient for such a

work. Of course we are not; but we must remember that when
we are in Christ all things are of God. Even Jesus said,

John 5
30 I can of my own self do nothing.

John 14
10 But the Father which dwells in me, He does the works.

Theis ministry of reconciliation is on this wise:

2 Corinthians 5
19 God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself not 
imputing their trespasses unto them.

With Christ all things were of God. It was God in Him who
was reconciling the world. And the same God…

19 …has put in us the word of reconciliation. [margin]

What follows?
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20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech by us; we pray in Christ’s stead, Be you recon-
ciled to God.

Theis is the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. How few ap-
preciate it. So many professed Christians are content with the
thought that Jesus can save them, not realizing that He has
sent them to be salvation to others.

John 3
31 He whom God has sent, speaks the word of God; for God 
gives not the Spirit by measure.

God puts the word of reconciliation into him, and he cannot
but  speak  it.  But  when  the  word  of  Christ  dwells  in  men
richly, it must necessarily have the same effaect that it had in
Christ. Theat is just why God puts it into us. Now read an ex-
ample of the power of the Word.

An Example of the Power
Matthew 9
2 And, behold, they brought unto Him a man sick of the 
palsy, lying on a bed; and Jesus seeing their faith said unto 
the sick of the palsy: Son, be of good cheer; your sins be for-
given you.
3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, 
This man blasphemes.
4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think 
you evil in your hearts?
5 For whether is easier, to say, Your sins be forgiven you; or to
say, Arise, and walk?
6 But that you may know that the Son of man has power on 
earth to forgive sins, (then said He to the sick of the palsy), 
Arise, take up your bed, and go unto your house.
7 And he arose, and departed to his house.
8 But when the multitude saw it, they marveled, and glorified
God, which had given such power unto man.

Thee word that heals is the word that forgives. Thee power to
work miracles is the power that forgives sins. Theis is the word
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and the power of God alone, but He has committeed it to men.
He has put into men the word and ministry of reconciliation.
But,

2 Corinthians 5
18 All things are of God.

If this is not remembered and acknowledged, there is noth-
ing at all. Jesus said,

John 14
24 The word which you hear is not mine, but the Father’s 
which sent me.

He was here on earth as we are, in order that we might be
here on earth as He is. Leaving Himself and His own glory en-
tirely out of the account, He spoke only the words of God, and
the result was mighty works. Theat same word is given to us, if
we will but accept it, with the consequences which follow.

The Power Given To Men
Note that Jesus calls Himself “the Son of man.” He is the Son

of God, but it was not under that title that He declared His au-
thority to heal and to forgive.

Matthew 9
6 The Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins.

So in John 5:26, God has given the Son authority to execute
judgment, “because He is the Son of man.” Strange, isn’t it? If
we had writteen that, we would have said that He has author-
ity  to  execute  judgment  because  He  is  the  Son  of  God,
wouldn’t we? But no; it is because He is the Son of man. Jesus
was here on earth as man,

Acts 2
22 …a Man approved of God,

–the  representative  Man;  and  when  the  people  saw  the
power that was in Him, they glorifined God, who had “given
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such power to men.”

The salvation of God,

Hebrews 2
3 …at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was con-
firmed unto us by them that heard Him;
4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and won-
ders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost 
according to His own will.
5 For unto the angels has He not put in subjection the world 
to come, whereof we speak.
6 But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, 
that You are mindful of him? or the son of man, that You 
visit him?
7 You made him a little lower than the angels; You crowned 
him with glory and honor, and did set him over the works of 
Your hands;
8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet. For in 
that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that 
is not put under him.

Man’s Place in God’s Plan
God has given a work to men, that is not given to angels,

which excel  in strength. That work is the preaching of the
Gospel. Why is it given to men instead of to angels, who are
so much wiser and stronger? Because,

Hebrews 2
5 …unto the angels has He not put in subjection the world to 
come.

“Thee world to come” is the new earth, which was in the be-
ginning, and over which God gave man dominion. See Genesis
1:26-28. But now we do not see all things put under man, as in
the beginning, because man has sinned, and lost the crown of
glory, and so the dominion. Nevertheless,

Ecclesiastes 3
14 Whatsoever God does, it shall be for ever.
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God having given the earth to man, will never take it away
from him. But man has lost the power to rule the world, sim-
ply because he lost the power to rule himself. He rejected the
word of the Lord.

So we see Jesus, made a little lower than the angels, that is,
made man, and as man we see Him,

Hebrews 2
9 …crowned with glory and honor, that He by the grace of 
God should taste death for every man.

He has by His life and death won the right to the dominion
of the earth, and is now exalted,

Ephesians 1
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and do-
minion, and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come.

But all who believe are raised with Him to the same posi-
tion.  Ephesians 2:1-6. So then we are heirs of God and joint-
heirs with Jesus Christ. All that He has is ours. He has gone
on before us to the capital of our common heritage, leaving us
here for a season to continue the work which He begun; but
He is still with us with all His power, by the Spirit, in order
that the work may be done as He did it.

A Priceless Treasure in Worthless Vessel
True as the world was in the beginning given to man to

rule, to man is entrusted the work of bringing it back into its
first condition. The word which God puts into the mouths of
them that trust Him is the word that is to…

Isaiah 51
16 …plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, 
and say unto Zion, You are my people.

But,
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2 Corinthians 5
18 All things are of God.

Hebrews 5
4 No man takes this honor to himself.

2 Corinthians 4
7 We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and not of men.

It is not to a priestly class that this work is given, but to all
believers, for all true believers are priests of God.

1 Peter 2
9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the 
praises of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.

No man can at will declare the forgiveness of sins, any more
than he can at will  perform miracles. But to every contrite
soul, to every one who is mourning because of his sins, God
has commissioned us to say, “Your sins be forgiven you.”

In order, however, for one to say this, he must himself know
to the full the power of forgiveness. He must know from ex-
perience that God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
And whenever any man assumes any power as belonging to
himself, or has a spirit of exaltation or boasting because of his
supposed power, the word is not in him.

John 5
30 I can of mine own self do nothing.

2 Corinthians 5
18 All things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself by 
Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion.

What a glorious calling is ours in Christ Jesus! Theink of it!
To be taken into partnership with the God of heaven, who
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Himself supplies all the capital and does all the work! What
an “unspeakable gift !” 2 Corinthians 9:15. Truly,

1 Corinthians 2
9 Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things that God has prepared for them 
that love Him.

But, thanks be to His name,
10 He has revealed them unto us by the Holy Spirit.

2 Corinthians 7
1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
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23. 23. Being Made WholeBeing Made Whole
Present Truth, February 16, 1899

HE miracles of Christ are recorded for us that we may
believe in Him, and believing, find life in His name. John

20:31.
T

Therefore  when we read of  the many interesting circum-
stances that were connected with His works of healing, we
are not to think of them as applying solely to the persons who
were  healed,  but  to  learn  from them what  we may expect
when we ourselves come to Jesus for help in time of need.

The people who received His blessing in Judea and Galilee
displayed many characteristics which we recognize as belong-
ing to human nature at the present time, and we may learn
from their experience how the Saviour deals with us under
similar circumstances.

We read in the 5th chapter of John’s Gospel of man who had
had an infirmity thirty-eight years. He was greatly desirous of
being freed from his disease, and with this object he lay be-
side  the  pool  of  Bethesda.  At  certain  times  the  water  was
troubled, and then there was a rush on the part of the sick
people who clustered round the pool to get first into the wa-
ter, that they might be healed.

As Jesus walked one Sabbath by this place He saw the man,
and knowing that he had now been a long time in that case,
He asked him,

John 5
6 Would you be made whole?

Notice what a despairing answer the man returns:
7 Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me 
into the pool: but while I am coming, another steps down be-
fore me.
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He desired to be made whole earnestly enough, but he only
saw one possibility of this being accomplished, and that was
that some man would take pity on his helplessness and wait
for an opportunity to help him into the water. Doubtless most
of the suffaerers lying round the pool had friends with these,
and the man who had the most friends stood the best chance.
Thee greatest  thing that  this  man  could  think  of  that  Jesus
could do for him would be to undertake to wait by his side till
the waters were again troubled.

8 Jesus said unto him, Arise, take up they bed and walk.
9 And straightway the man was made whole, and took up his
bed and walked.

Theis is what Jesus does for men. He comes to every one and
says,  “Will  you be  made  whole?”  and  He desires  to  do  as
much for us as He did for the impotent man on that occasion.

We too may have been held by our infirmities thirty-eight
years,  or  even more.  Inherited tendencies to evil  may have
grown into fixed habits that are part of our lives, and that we
cannot possibly overcome, but it is as easy for Christ to make
us whole, and free from them, as though they were not a day
old.

When He calls the dead from the grave at the resurrection,
it will be as easy for Him to raise Adam and Eve as those that
have only lately turned to dust.

Jesus sees us in bondage to the lusts of the flesh, led captive
by Satan, and defiled with the leprosy of sin, and he wants to
make us every white whole, but, like the man by the pool of
Bethesda, we to often put Him off by saying that if we only
had the help that others have, we would be all right. If only
we were as free from trouble and temptation as others that we
know, we would soon be whole. If some man would help us,
or other men would cease to hinder us, all would be well.

The Saviour does not want us to lean upon these broken
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reeds, which always disappoint, and wound those who trust
them. He has, all ready for us, all that we can desire and, pass-
ing by as worthless all  our plans for helping ourselves,  He
solves the whole problem at once, by giving directly what we
need.

If  we are  willing to  abandon our  confidence in  our  own
methods and devices,  acknowledge our weakness, and trust
implicitly  in  His  all-powerful,  all-sufficient  Word,  we  may
pass straightway from the condition of weakness and infir-
mity, no matter of how long standing, and enter at once into
the  joyful  experience  of  freedom  in  the  Lord  from  all  the
power of the enemy.

All the years that the impotent man had been lying by the
pool had brought him not a single step nearer the attainment
of his desires. All our own efforts to make ourselves whole,
leave us further from the end than before.

A word from Jesus  accomplished  immediately  more  than
the man had dared to hope. And this is the Word which by the
Gospel is preached unto you.
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24. 24. The Miracle of the HarvestThe Miracle of the Harvest
Present Truth, September 7, 1899

Whoever plants a seed beneath the sod,
And waits to see it push away the clod,

He trusts in God.

OT consciously, perhaps, but yet he is reckoning on the
operation of that Word of which the seed is the embodi-

ment,
N

Genesis 1
11 Let the earth bring forth grass, herbs and fruit trees, each 
after its kind.

So the laborer who upturns the soil and prepares the earth
for the reception of the seed, the farmer who casts the seed
upon the ground, is, whether or not he recognizes and realizes
the dignity  of  his  calling,  a  “laborer  together  with God.”  1
Corinthians 3:9.

This he virtually acknowledges when, having cast the seed
into the earth, without further thought or care he sleeps and
rises night and day, and the seed springs and grows up,

Mark 4
27 …he knows not how.

He can do nothing, yet he waits in confindent expectation of
the harvest. Theose “laws of nature” which he trusts to multi-
ply the seed and produce the harvest are but the Word of life
working out its own fulfinllment. Theerefore, though he may not
know it, he is really relying upon the Word of God, which not
only bids the earth bring forth, but also declares that:

Genesis 8
22 While the earth remains…seed-time and harvest shall not 
cease.

Of the works of Jesus it has been truly said that “His mira-

Article 24 - The Miracle of the Harvest 125



cles were parables.”3 Not only did they meet and satisfy the
need  of  those  for  whose  immediate  benefint  they  were
wrought, but they were also demonstrations of eternal truth.
Theus, in the feeding of the finve thousand, we have the demon-
stration of the truth and the facts that underlie the yearly mir-
acle of the harvest,—the annual multiplication of the bread for
the feeding of the multitude.

By doing immediately, before the eyes of the people, what
He does constantly by a slower process, through the opera-
tions of nature, He taught them and us that it is by His per-
sonal working that the seed is multiplied, the yearly harvest
given, and the world’s hunger satisfied. Yet even in this in-
stance He did not dispense with human cooperation. He took
the small store of loaves that the disciples brought to Him,
just as He takes and uses the small quantity of seed that the
farmer casts into the ground; and when He had multiplied it,
the disciples took what He had produced and conveyed it to
the people,—which is  all  that  the farmer is  doing when he
gathers in his crops and disposes of them to the people.

Psalm 104
28 That You give them they gather.

Theat man needs to be constantly reminded of this  fact is
seen from the Lord’s lament over His people in the 1st chapter
of Isaiah:

Isaiah 1
3 The ox knows his owner, and the ass his master’s crib,

—even the animals know the hand that feeds them,—
3 …but my people do not consider.

Theerefore He said of them again:

3 A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Gospel According to St. Luke, 
Alfred Plummer, 1896, Section IV, par. 43.
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Hosea 2
8 She did not know that I gave her corn and wine and oil.

Job 37
14 Stand still, and consider the wondrous works God.

And learn that He is the One from whom every good and
perfect gift  comes down.

But another and deeper lesson, yet so simple and unmistak-
able,  was  taught  in  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand,  that
henceforth  men  might  more  clearly  discern  it,  not  in  the
yearly harvest only, but in all that their eyes can see and their
hands handle.

Whence came the bread that in the hands of Jesus grew be-
fore the eyes of the astonished multitude, and conveyed life to
their  frames? The life  in it  was identical  with the life  con-
tained in every seed, in every grain, in every loaf made from
the grain,—the life of Him who alone is “the Life.”  John 14:6.
He was feeding them with His own life, but no more so on
that occasion than in all the lives before and after.

In order to convey His life to the people, so that they might
feed  upon  Him,  Christ  clothed  it  with  the  visible  form  of
bread. Thus the bread became His body, the life proceeding
from Him, which took this shape that could be seen and han-
dled and eaten by the people. Yet this bread was no different
in this respect from that upon which these same people were
accustomed to feed, as proved by the words of Christ when
He took the bread at the Passover supper and said of it,

Matthew 26
26 This is my body.

All life proceeds from God, and all the varied forms in the
earth are the body with which He has clothed Himself that
the life may be manifested and we may see it, and feed upon
Him. To His life in all things,
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1 Corinthians 15
38 God gives a body as it has pleased Him,

even as He gives
38 …to every seed his own body.

Yet how few “discern the Lord’s body” (1 Corinthians 11:29),
and behold their God in all the things in which He is reveal-
ing Himself. Even those whom He fed with His body in the
desert did not all discern it; for among them were those who
shortly aft erwards questioned,

John 6
52 How can this man give us His flesh to eat?

All through the summer months the personal presence of
God, His everlasting power and divinity, has been working in
the waving finelds of grain, preparing for His life “a body as it
has pleased Him,” even as He gave it visible form to feed the
people in the desert.

Let us then as we partake of that which His bounty has pro-
vided,  “eat  in  faith”  (Romans 14:23)  “discerning  the  Lord’s
body.” 1 Corinthians 11:29. Thus will it be to us indeed “spiri-
tual meat” (1 Corinthians 10:3),

John 6
33 The bread of God that comes down from heaven, and gives
life unto the world.
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25. 25. The Daughter of Jairus RaisedThe Daughter of Jairus Raised
Present Truth, April 5, 1900
Mark 5:22-24, 35-43

N READING the account of this or of any other of the mir-
acles of Jesus we must bear in mind the reason why they

were recorded for us. Near the close of His Gospel narrative,
John said:

I
John 20
30 Many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His dis-
ciples, which are not written in this book;
31 But these are written, that you might believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might 
have life through His name.

In the present lesson we have this truth very forcibly pre-
sented to us. Let us read the entire story.

Mark 5
22 And, behold, there came one of the rulers of the syna-
gogue, Jairus by name; and when he saw Him, he fell at His 
feet,
23 And besought Him greatly, saying, My little daughter lies 
at the point of death; I pray You, come and lay Your hands 
on her that she may be healed; and she shall live.

Thee  margin  has,  in  place  of  “healed,”  the  word  “saved,”
which is the exact rendering of the Greek word used here and
in other similar instances. It teaches us that healing and sav-
ing by the Lord are one and the same thing.

Then there comes an interruption, and we have the account
of the poor woman with the issue of blood, who came and
touched the hem of Christ’s garment, and was made perfectly
whole,—saved,—and who received from the Lord gracious as-
surance of the fact that it was her faith that had saved her.

35 While He yet spoke, there came from the ruler of the syna-
gogue’s house certain which said, Your daughter is dead; 
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why trouble the Master any further?
36 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said 
unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not afraid, only believe. 
37 And He suffered no man to follow Him, save Peter, and 
James, and John the brother of James.
38 And He came to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, 
and saw the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.
39 And when He was come in, He said unto them, Why make 
you this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but sleeps.
40 And they laughed Him to scorn. But when He had put 
them all out, He took the father and the mother of the 
damsel, and them that were with Him, and entered in where 
the damsel was lying.
41 And He took the damsel by the hand, and said unto her, 
Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto 
you, arise.
42 And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was
of the age of twelve years. And they were astonished with a 
great astonishment.
43 And He charged them straitly that no man should know it;
and commanded that something should be given her to eat.

Theere is the simple story; the question is, Do you believe it?
If you do, the only remaining thing necessary is for you to un-
derstand that this was not an exceptional case, but was the
manifestation of God’s natural working. He gives life to the
dead, and exalts  those things which be not  as though they
were.

Romans 4
17 …even God, who quickens the dead, and calls those things 
which be not as though they were.

Thee things that have been, as well as the things which are to
be, are in the sight of God the things that now are. He inhab-
its  eternity,  and  all  things,  past,  present,  and  future,  are
present with Him. Death is in His sight only a sleep; and for
those who sleep in Jesus, and who therefore shall be awak-
ened out of their sleep, it is so short a sleep, in comparison
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with eternity, that they are considered as alive before Him. 

Think of one who has been raised from the dead, and who
looks  back  upon  his  experience  after  ten  thousand  million
times ten thousand million years of eternity; how long would
the few years, or, the few hundred years, that he lay in the
grave seem to him? They would not amount to a moment of
time in comparison with the time that he has lived. He could
no more take account of it than he could of a wink of his eye.

Well, that is the way everything connected with this earth
looks  to  God,  who views  everything from eternity.  To  the
Lord, who has power to lay down His life, and to take it again
at will, death is as though it were not.

2 Timothy 1
10 [Christ] has abolished death, and has brought life and im-
mortality to light through the Gospel.

Thee sleep of death becomes perpetual (Jeremiah 51:39) only
to those who reject Him who is the resurrection and the life.

Simple Faith
Mark the faith of Jairus. He was sure that if Jesus but laid

His hands on his daughter, she would live. Even when word
came that she was already dead, he manifested not the slight-
est doubt.

The faith of this man is not likely to be appreciated at first
glance. He was a ruler of the synagogue, a man in high posi-
tion among the people, and Jesus was one who was not recog-
nized by the body of rulers and scribes and Pharisees. He had
not studied in their schools, and held no authority from them,
and therefore they looked down upon Him.

But  in  the  household  of  Jairus,  Jesus  was  regarded  as  a
Teacher, and as such He was addressed, for that is the real
meaning of the word that is translated “Master.” What Jesus
knew and could do, rather than where He had studied, ap-

Article 25 - The Daughter of Jairus Raised 131



pealed to the good sense of Jairus. He recognized a Master
Teacher in this humble man of Nazareth, and honored Him
accordingly.

The power and authority of Christ’s teaching are seen by
what follows. The Word that He preached was the Word that
raises the dead.

Heathenism, Heartless Mourning
Jesus  wept  at  the  grave  of  Lazarus  (John 11:35),  but  His

weeping was far different from that of the Jews on that occa-
sion, and of those who were gathered in the house of Jairus.
He simply “shed tears;” they howled, and made a tumult. The
word rendered “tumult” is applied to “the confused noise of a
crowded assembly,” as in the theater at Ephesus. Acts 19:23-41;
20:1; 21:34; 17:5.

They were making such a “tumult” in the house of Jairus,
and were “wailing.” This word “wailing” is the word that is
used to indicate the raising of a war cry, and is defined “to ut-
ter an inharmonious sound, to tinkle, to clank.” Such mourn-
ing could not have been very soothing to the hearts of the
stricken parents.

It is wholly out of harmony with the Holy Spirit, the Spirit
of Christ, and therefore He had them all retire from the house.
The Spirit of God cannot be present and working in the midst
of a tumult. The work of the Spirit is soft and tender and sub-
duing.  Confused  noise,  boisterous  sounds  of  any  kind,
whether of singing, weeping, or laughter, discordant noises, in
short, anything forced and inharmonious, are entirely foreign
to the Spirit of God.

In quietness and confidence is the strength of God’s people
(Isaiah 30:15); for God’s most powerful working is done in si-
lence. His most marvelous work for men day by day is per-
formed in the silence of the night, when they are unconscious.

How quickly these hired mourners showed the shallowness
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of their sorrow! As soon as Jesus said,

Mark 5
39 She is not dead, but sleeps.
40 They laughed Him to scorn.

Literally, they jeered at Him. In an instant they turned from
professed weeping, to railing and mocking laughter.

It is impossible for our language to do justice to the tender
words of Jesus, which He spoke to the little girl.  The word
“Talitha” is allied to the word meaning a young lamb, so that
we may see in it an expression of tenderness, as, “Little one,
arise!” Almighty power and infinite tenderness were united.

And straightway the damsel arose. Why? Because the Mas-
ter had told her to arise; and He spoke with authority. Well,
He speaks to us the same word. He says,

Ephesians 4
14 Awake, you that sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give you light.

By the power of that Word, if we receive it in faith, we may
arise from whatever condition of helplessness we are in. Be-
lieving, we have life through His name.  John 20:31. Do you
believe?

Eating the Life
Mark 5
43 He commanded that something should be given her to eat.

Why was this seemingly trivial incident recorded? Because
it was not by any means trivial. It shows that the Lord does
not overlook the smallest detail, and that no detail is of tri-
fling importance. We are told,

Colossians 2
6 As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk in Him.
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Thee littele girl had received the Word of life in Christ, which
is  Christ  Himself,  and had by it  received life:  now her life
must be continued by the very same means, but under a visi-
ble form.

Jesus would show that in the food we eat we receive a con-
tinuation of the same life that comes to the dead through the
speaking of His word. This raises eating to a position of sa-
credness, in that it is one of the visible means of receiving the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Mark 4
9 He that has ears to hear, let him hear.
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26. 26. Every Whit WholeEvery Whit Whole
Present Truth, July 5, 1900

“There is an impression among some people that a man is a
better man after having tasted sin after knowing evil experi-
ence, then repenting, being forgiven and restored. This is a 
mistaken impression. Innocence is far better than penitence. 
Penitence is infinitely better than despair, but a life is never 
so beautiful after sin’s fires have swept over it as it would 
have been if it had been kept untarnished and had radioed 
God’s first thought for it.” -Dr. J. B. Miller.

E REPRINT the foregoing for two reasons. First,  be-
cause it corrects a false idea that is all too common,

and second, because it contains a grievous error that is also
very common, and which is sure to work ruin to every one
who does not escape from it.

W

It is indeed a mistake to suppose that a man is better for
having  sinned.  Many  professed  Christians,  and  especially
some revivalists, seem to be proud of their previous career of
sin, and are constantly advertising it. Now it is necessary for
us always to remember that we are sinners, and that we have
been brought up out of the horrible pit, and that we are kept
from falling only by the power of God.

Nevertheless the tree of knowledge of good and evil is not
the tree of life. God never designed that man should eat from
the first. To say or to think that a man is a better man, and
better able to serve the Lord,  because he has sinned griev-
ously, is the same as saying that the fall of man in Eden was
really no fall, but was necessary for his more perfect develop-
ment; and that is to agree with the serpent, in charging God
with arbitrarily and selfishly placing the prohibition on man,
in order to keep him down.

It  is,  in  fact,  equivalent  to saying that the penitent  thief,
who suffered the just reward for his deeds, was a better man
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than Christ, who “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22); for if it were true
that a man is better for having sinned, then the saved sinner
would have an advantage over the Saviour.  Christ not only
did no sin, but He “knew no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21), and for
that very reason He is the Saviour of mankind. He knew the
power of sin, however, for He met it, and conquered it.

The error, and it is a most pernicious one, is that:

“A life is never so beautiful after sin’s fires have swept over
it as it would have been if it had been kept untarnished and 
had realized God’s first thought for it.”

This is to belittle and disparage the power of God. It is to
say that Satan has to a certain extent gained a victory over the
Lord, so that He cannot do with man that which He set out to
do. God declares that:

2 Corinthians 12
9 My strength is made perfect in weakness,

and that

Romans 5
20 Where sin abounds, grace much more abounds.

It  is  this  error,  which cannot  be too strongly denounced,
that is responsible for much of the discouragement that Chris-
tians give way to, and which prevents them from atteaining the
heights  of  holiness  of  character,  which  God  designs  they
should reach. It cuts the nerve of faith, by which alone the
work of righteousness is accomplished.

No man will  go farther or rise higher than he believes is
possible. Consequently many people rest content with imper-
fection, because, having been born in sin, and having added to
their heritage by long practice of evil, they think it is impossi-
ble that they can ever rise above a certain height.

That this persuasion comes from the adversary of souls is
evident from the feet that we are exhorted:
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Matthew 5
48 Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.

1 John 3
3 And every man that has this hope in him purifies himself, 
even as He is pure.

Colossians 2
10 And you are complete in Him.

No one can use the language referred to without forgetteing
or else depreciating or even denying the miracles of Christ.
We read that when the man with the withered hand, stretched
forth his hand at the command of Jesus,

Matthew 12
13 It was restored whole, like as the other.

He himself said of the man whom He healed of an infinrmity
of thirty-eight years’ standing, that he had been made…

John 7
23 …every whit whole.

Of the impotent man at the temple gate, who leaped and
walked by the power of the name of Jesus, Peter said,

Acts 3
16 The faith which is by Him has given him this perfect 
soundness in the presence of you all.

Shall  we say  that  these  men were  not  as  strong as  they
would have been if they had never been ill? If so, we dispar-
age the power of God in Christ, and say that Christ was an
imperfect workman.

Then there are the dead that have been and will be raised at
the command of the Lord. And here is the final test of the
whole matter; for the dead, are the perfect examples of the
working of sin.
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• Shall we say that they never have so much life as they 
would have had if they had never died?

• Will those who are raised incorruptible at the sounding 
of “the voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God” (1
Thessalonians 4:16), and who are thus ever with the 
Lord, follow Him about only half alive?

• Will they always have some of their grave clothes hang-
ing about them?

• Will the musty odor of the tomb always cling to them?

Not by any means. No one believes it when it is put that
way, and yet it must be so, if we can never be what we would
have been if we had not sinned.

Jesus said,

John 10
10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.

And this superabundance of life in Christ cleanses from all
sin (1 John 1:7), so that we in Him become:

James 1
4 …perfect and entire, lacking in nothing.

Ephesians 5
25 Christ loved the church, and gave Himself for it;
26 That He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by the Word,
27 That He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not 
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.

Is He not able to do that which He purposed? To say that
He cannot, is to say that His sacrifince was incomplete, and His
work a partial failure. Do not believe it. Do not let anybody
shake  your  faith  in  Christ  to  “restore  all  things.”  Matthhew
17:11.
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God has promised to make all things new; shall we say that
the earth will never be as beautiful as it would have been but
for the curse of sin? Never!

Isaiah 51
3 The Lord shall comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste 
places; He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert
like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found 
therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

His  people  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  the  new
heaven and the new earth which He creates, because:

Isaiah 65
17 The former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind.
18 But be glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, 
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.

Theere will be no trace of the curse to remind them of the
past. Revelation 21:4-5; 22:3.

But the power of God will be no greater then than it is now.
The power by which He will make a new heavens and a new
earth for the righteous to dwell in, is the power by which He
now makes new men to dwell  in them. Our first  birth has
made us heirs of many infirmities; our second birth makes us:

Romans 8
17 …heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.

Being born from above, we become sons of God just as fully
as Jesus Himself is; and therefore since He never sinned, we
become as though we had never sinned.

Romans 5
19 As by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so
by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous.

It  is His righteousness,  His obedience,  in us, and nothing
that we have done or can do, that makes us righteous. Theere-
fore to say that we cannot be as perfect as we would have
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been if we had never sinned, is to say that sin handicaps the
Lord, and that He cannot live as perfect a life in sinful floesh as
He could if the floesh were sinless. Banish the thought. It is de-
spiteful to the Spirit of grace.

What wondrous joy and comfort there is in the knowledge
that Jesus is a perfect Saviour! What a firm ground it affords
to faith, and what infinite possibilities it opens up!

It assures us that we shall renew our youth, even though we
have wasted it in dissipation and vice; for God redeems our
life from destruction; He brings it completely back.

Ephesians 5
23 He is the Saviour of the body,

–for He who forgives all iniquities also heals all diseases.
Psalm 103:3. Every evil habit and tendency may in Christ be
replaced by its opposite; and the infinrmities of body, that are
the result of sin, may, yea, surely will, when the Divine life is
fully  and  understandingly  accepted  and  yielded  to,  be  re-
moved; so that out of weakness we may be made strong.

Theis is:

Romans 3
24 …the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

What a wonderful Saviour!
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27. 27. Sight for the BlindSight for the Blind
Present Truth, August 9, 1900
Sabbath School Lesson: John 9:1-17

HE student who confines his study to the verses indi-
cated as forming the lesson,  will  lose a great deal,  for

some of the most striking features of the narrative are in the
latter portion of the chapter. In our study, therefore, we shall
proceed as though the entire chapter were included in the les-
son.

T

The story is very simple, and easily learned. Jesus was pass-
ing by, and saw a man who had been blind from his birth. The
disciples, full of the native childish curiosity that delights in
the speculative rather than the practical, asked Him,

John 9
2 Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was 
born blind?

It was obvious enough to anybody who thought instead of
wondered, that the man was not born blind in consequence of
anything that he himself had done, and Jesus said that it was
not because of any special sin on the part of his parents, but
in order that the works of God should be made manifest in
him.

Then adding that He must do the works of Him that sent
Him while it was day, and that He was the Light of the world,
He moistened some clay and anointed the eyes of the man
with it, telling him to go and wash in the pool of Siloam; the
man did as he was told, and came back seeing.

How many who read this narrative realize that it is the true
account of something that actually happened? To most of us,
as we read the story of the various miracles of Jesus, they are
more  stories,  and,  while  we  nominally  believe  them,  the
events recorded are so very far away from us, and so lost in
the haze of the distance, that it is almost, if not quite the same
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to us, as though they never happened at all.

Our minds do not take hold of them as real occurrences, and
we should be most surprised if we should see anything of the
kind take place now. People do not expect miracles, and yet
they  are  the  ordinary  working of  God,  and  are  being per-
formed before our eyes every day.

That miracles, even such as the opening of the eyes of the
blind, are the ordinary work of God, is shown by the words of
Jesus, just before He opened the eyes of the blind man, and
with reference to that event:

John 9
4 I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day.

To open the eyes of the blind is one of the ordinary works
of God, and He is constantly at it. Theis man was born blind.
Theat is, his eyes remained aft er his birth in the same condition
that they were before he was born.

Every child, as well as every other animal, has eyes before
coming into the would as a separate being, yet it cannot see.
Its eyes are closed. When it comes forth to the light, the same
miracle is wrought on it that was wrought on this man, for
whom it was not performed at the usual time.

In his case God had delayed the process, in order that peo-
ple might see that the opening of peoples’ eyes is the result of
special action on His part, and not of chance, or what people
call  “nature.”  This is  what  the lesson teaches us,  and if  we
learn it and remember it, we shall  have something of great
value.

Acts 17
28 In Him we live, and move, and have our being.

Theere is no life and no living except in Him, and nobody can
see except in and by Him, for He is light, and He is all the
light that there is. Jesus is set forth as the revelation, the man-
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ifestation, of the Father:

John 1
18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

 And therefore He is:

John 9
5 …the Light of the world.

He is the Word of life that was in the beginning, and was
manifested unto us:

1 John 1
1 That which was from the beginning…the Word of life;
2 …which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us.

And this life is the light of men:

John 1
4 In Him was life; and the life was the light of men.

From the statement that Jesus is the light of the world, cou-
pled with the fact that immediately aft er saying it, He demon-
strated it by giving a blind man his sight, enabling him to see
as other men, we learn that the light that greets our eyes ev-
ery morning, and that shines in the sun and moon and stars,
is nothing else than the light of the glory of God shining in
the face of Jesus Christ.

If we do not recognize this truth, we are walking in the light
as though we were in the midst of darkness; we are blind. God
is everywhere, filling heaven and earth, and if we do not see
Him, it  is simply because we are blind. We have eyes,  but,
they are of no real use to us.

1 John 1
5 This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no dark-
ness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 
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darkness, we lie, and do not the truth;
7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fel-
lowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.

But whosoever lacks faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, brotherly-kindness, and love,

2 Peter 1
9 …is blind, and cannot see afar off, and has forgotten that he
was purged from his old sins.

Compare the preceding verses. Whoever remains in sin is as
blind as the man was of whom we are studying. Every hea-
then, that is, every one who does not recognize and worship
the Lord, is as blind as the images of silver and gold in which
he trusts. See Psalm 115:2-8.

The change from sin to righteousness is a new birth, and is
analogous to the first birth, by which we come into the world.
When a child is born into the world, it is a new creature, yet
so common is the occurrence, that few ever think of the mys-
tery of it.

Nobody in the world can understand the mystery of life, the
mystery of birth, but all  believe in it;  yet at the same time
most people have no faith in the new birth, by which a man
becomes a new creature.

Both births are accomplished by the same power, and one is
really no more mysterious than the other; both are equally be-
yond the power of human comprehension.

The same power that gives us our life in the first place, and
that renews it day by day, has given unto us all things that
pertain to life and godliness.

Acts 17
25 He gives to all life, and breath, and all things,

And He gives all things, even all things that pertain to ever-
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lasting life and godliness, in the gift  of life that is bestowed on
all men. Thee free gift  has come upon all; but few will acknowl-
edge that they are blind, and so they never see.

Christ is anointed…

Luke 4
18 …to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind.

And He does this work by the same power by which He up-
holds all things. Thee proof that a man can be born of God, and
can be made free from sin, is found in the fact that we live,
and see the light of day.

“But,” someone will say, “you are confusing the spiritual 
and the natural.”

No; we are doing nothing of the kind. The perfectly natural,
that is, the nature which is perfect, is spiritual. The exceeding
great and precious promises of God are given unto us that by
them we might be

2 Peter 1
4 …partakers of the Divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world through lust.

Thee Divine nature is spiritual, for God is Spirit, and the only
real, perfect man is the man who has that nature. Having that
nature, we discern spiritual things,—we see God. Without that
nature, we see nothing, but are in reality dead.

The miracles of Jesus that are recorded,

John 20
31 …are written, that you might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you might have 
life through His name.

But life through Christ means sight, and perfect sight means
the ability to recognize God in everything. If as we read the
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Bible, its words were real to us,—if we did not read them as in
a dream,—we should have the perfect life of the Lord; for His
Word is Spirit and life.

Whoever studies this lesson and does not see that which he
never saw before, who does not see and experience the life
and  light  that  are  eternal,  has  studied  to  no  profit.  These
things are not written merely in order that we may fill up a
vacant  hour,  or  that  we may learn a  few things merely as
matters of history, but that we might have present,  eternal
life.

Are you really studying the lesson?

To every  man who becomes  a  real  man  in  Christ  Jesus,
there comes a change as real and as great as that which came
to the poor man of whom our lesson tells.

People who have not had this experience think that they see
as much as anybody, and they will not believe those who tell
them of things not seen by the eyes of our body. Never having
seen spiritual things, they do not believe that such things ex-
ist.

But when they accept Jesus, the light of the world, they can
say,

John 9
25 One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see.

We never become really conscious of our blindness until we
see, and strange as it may seem, we cannot continue to see ex-
cept as we remember and acknowledge that we are in our-
selves blind. Theat is, we see only in the Lord.

The man who is spiritually blind, and therefore really blind,
thinks that he sees as well as anybody else; but the man who
in Christ receives his sight, knows that he sees, and no cross-
questioning  or  brow-beating  by  skeptical  philosophers  can
shake his testimony.
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John 3
11 We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen.

Do you believe? then you can see. Do not wait to see before
you believe, for it is not true, as commonly asserted, that “see-
ing is believing;” on the contrary, believing is seeing.

But remember this, that as long as you say concerning any
truth of God,—anything that is spoken of in the Bible,—“I can-
not  see  it,”  you acknowledge  yourself  to  be  blind,  and  are
therefore not competent to be a judge of anything spiritual.
Such a one needs to be taught.

But he who has received from the Lord the eyesalve, and
whose eyes have been anointed that he may see, needs not
that any man should teach him. 1 John 2:20, 27. That is to say,
although  we  are  all  in  need  of  more  knowledge,  and  may
learn from everybody and everything, when we have once re-
ceived the light of the Lord, we are capable of discerning be-
tween truth and error, between right and wrong, and do not
need to ask anybody whether or not that which we see is real.
Such assurance as this is most blessed.

Ecclesiastes 11
7 Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the 
eyes to behold the sun.
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28. 28. What Is a Miracle?What Is a Miracle?
Present Truth, October 25, 1900

HAT is a miracle? Most people think that it is a rever-
sal of natural action—a setting aside or overturning of

what are called “the laws of nature.”
W

This a great error. The so-called “laws of nature” are nothing
else than God’s ordinary way of working, so far as we are able
to perceive.

But God “cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13), therefore
He cannot at any time act in a manner contrary to what He
does at other times. Miracles are always in perfect harmony
with law, for they are God’s ordinary way of working. Every
act of God is a miracle. He cannot act except in a miraculous
manner.

Sometimes He hastens the ordinary process, or removes the
veil so that we can see some of His secret working, or shows
us something that we have never seen before, and we call it a
miracle.

If that same thing should be repeated before our eyes ten
thousand times, however, we should probably cease to call it a
miracle, and yet its nature would by no means be changed.
The thing that we are accustomed to, we do not call a miracle,
even though it requires nothing less than the mighty power of
God for its performance.

But the miraculous is everywhere, and miracles will never
cease as long as God lives,

Job 9
10 Which does great things past finding out; yea and wonders
without number.
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29. 29. Miracles and the Laws of NatureMiracles and the Laws of Nature
Present Truth, December 4, 1902

HE  controversy  over  miracles  never  ceases,  and,
strangely enough, it is professed Christians that seem to

have the most difficulty in the most hazy ideas.
T

It is not a matter of no concern or of light importance; for
while none but God can ever understand the secret of mira-
cles, the man who disbelieves in their existence, or who, pro-
fessing to believe in them, thinks that they are a violation of
law,  has  lost  the  mainspring  of  all  Christian  hope  and
progress.  We  have  before  us  these  words  in  a  “Christian”
newspaper:

“It is a law of nature that a man can only die once, and a 
law of nature that the dead cannot come back to life. In the 
case of Lazarus the laws of nature are therefore set aside.”

But as a matter of fact, death is not according to the law of
nature, but the transgression of it. The law of nature, the law
of all the universe, is the life of God, and so it is strictly in ac-
cordance with law that men live, and that even the dead are
brought to life.

The resurrection of the dead is an exhibition of the perfect
working of law that has been violated. It is the putting of the
law of nature into perfect operation.

And this settles the case for all  miracles;  for death is the
sum of all things contrary to the great law of nature, and the
resurrection of the dead is the greatest of all miracles; there-
fore the resurrection of the dead serves as the demonstration
of the universal truth that all miracles are not contrary to the
law of nature, but are the free working of law.

It is this that is our positive assurance of victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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